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Government 6353 

Field Seminar in Comparative Politics 

Fall 2024 

Mondays, 10:10-1:10 

Morrill Hall 110 

 

Tom Pepinsky 

322 White Hall 

pepinsky@cornell.edu 

  Office Hours: calendly.com/thomas-pepinsky 

 

 

 

This seminar is an overview of the political science subfield of comparative politics, targeting 

Ph.D. students in the graduate fields of Government and Public Policy. The course introduces 

students to classic works as well as recent contributions that build upon those works. Readings 

draw from leading theoretical approaches—including structural, institutional, rational choice, 

and cultural perspectives—and cover a broad range of substantive topics, such as the state, 

regime types, democratization, civil society, social identity, political economy, violence, 

mobilization, voting, and representation. Students from other programs may register only with 

the permission of the instructor. There are no prerequisites for the course. 

 

 

Course Materials 

 

Readings are drawn from a mix of books and journal articles. The reading load for this course is 

moderate: five articles or book selections per week. Students must complete all of the required 

readings before each course meeting. Required readings are marked with an asterisk (*). 

 

I have listed additional background readings, denoted as Recommended, to identify important 

works that we will not be able to cover during our course. These lists for each week are long. 

You will certainly not be able to complete them all, and you should not try. However, you should 

consider the syllabus, as a whole, to reflect a broad survey of some of the major questions and 

topics in the field of comparative politics. It is still incomplete, in ways that we will discuss at 

length in class. But a student interested in pursuing research on the state, or social identity, or the 

political economy of advanced industrial democracies, should expect to be familiar with the 

basic concepts, debates, and approaches found in the recommended readings sections for that 

particular week.  

 

Under the Recommended readings, selections marked with an arrow (→) are works that are 

written by Cornell Government faculty, past or present.  

 

The assigned readings are available as a course packet which you can purchase from the Cornell 

Store. You should do the readings in the order of the syllabus.  

 

 

mailto:pepinsky@cornell.edu
http://calendly.com/thomas-pepinsky
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Course Requirements, Learning Objectives, and Course Policies 

 

 

Requirements 

 

1. Active and thoughtful class participation. All students are expected to participate actively 

and regularly in discussions. Students must come to class having read the readings 

carefully, and should be prepared to discuss them in detail.  

2. Critical response essays. Throughout the course of the semester, each student is 

responsible for writing four (4) short response papers that integrate and critically evaluate 

each week’s required readings. These can be done for any week except for Weeks 1 and 

2. 

3. Final exam. A 48 hour take home written exam comprised of a choice of several essay 

questions. The date of the exam will be announced early in the semester. 

 

 

Learning Objectives  

 

1. Content. Students should leave the course with a familiarity and basic understanding of 

the major topics and debates in the field of comparative politics.  

2. Writing. Students will develop core skills in analytical writing, with an emphasis on 

focus, precision, clarity, and conciseness.  

3. Reading. Students will gain experience with reading academic research for professional 

purposes. Students will practice good reading habits and develop their favored approach 

to note-taking and outlining. 

4. Professionalism. Students will learn appropriate seminar behavior, professional etiquette, 

and norms for in-person and online communication with colleagues, teachers, and 

students.  

 

 

Course Policies 

 

I respect and uphold all Cornell University policies and regulations pertaining to the observation 

of religious holidays; assistance available to those with documented learning needs; sexual 

harassment; and all forms of discrimination. I am available to answer any questions about these 

matters, or to discuss any necessary accommodations for any student in the course. 

 

Students must submit only original written work that they have composed themselves. 

Plagiarism of any form is a violation of Cornell University’s Code of Academic Integrity. 

Students may not use artificial intelligence platforms (Chat-GPT, Gemini, etc.) to generate any 

text that they submit for any graded assignment.  

 

Computers, tablets, and phones are distractions: they make it impossible for teachers to hold 

students’ attention, and they make it impossible for students to develop good classroom and 

seminar habits. I ask all students to turn off their phones, silence their notifications, and close 

their computers and tablets for the duration of all class meetings. Students who prefer to read the 
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readings and take notes online may do so, but should not use their computer to consult their 

readings during class meetings. 

 

I will not grant incompletes in this class except as a consequence of extraordinary personal 

circumstances. Late work will be penalized. 

 

 

Course Plan 

 

 

August 26: Foundations 

 

*Adam Smith. 1776/1976. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations. 

University of Chicago Press. pp. 7-25 (Chapters 1-3). ISBN 978-0226763743. 

 

*Jeremy Bentham. 1780/2019. An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation. 

Anodos Press. pp. 7-10 (Chapter 1). ISBN 9781978-106222. 

 

*Karl Marx. 1845. The German Ideology. Prometheus Press. pp. 33-71 (Part I, Sections I-III). 

ISBN 978-1573922586. 

   

*Karl Polanyi. 1944. The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic Origins of Our 

Time. Beacon Press. pp. 45-58 and 136-157 (Chapters 4, 11, and 12). ISBN 0-8070-5643-X. 

 

*Max Weber. 1946/2014. Politics as a Vocation. Moulin Digital Editions. pp. 1-11. ISBN 978-

1015317260. 

 

 

September 2: NO CLASS (LABOR DAY) 

 

 

September 9: A Science of Comparative Politics? 

 

*Robert O. Keohane. 2009. “Political Science as a Vocation.” PS: Political Science and Politics, 

42(2): 359-363. 

 

*Adam Przeworski and Henry Teune. 1970. The Logic of Comparative Social Inquiry. Wiley-

Interscience. pp. 3-46 (Introduction and Chapters 1-2). ISBN 471-70142-4. 

 

*Giovanni Sartori. 1970. “Concept Misformation in Comparative Politics,” American Political 

Science Review 64(4): 1033-1053. 

 

*David Laitin. 2002. “Comparative Politics: The State of the Subdiscipline,” in Helen Milner 

and Ira Katznelson, eds. Political Science: The State of the Discipline. W. W. Norton, pp. 

630-659. ISBN 0-393-05142-0.  
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*Thomas B. Pepinsky. 2019. “The Return of the Single-Country Study.” Annual Review of 

Political Science 22: 187-203. 

 

Recommended  

Ariel I. Ahram. 2011. “The theory and method of comparative area studies.” Qualitative 

Research 11(1): 69-90. 

 Gabriel A. Almond and Steven J. Genco. 1977. “Clouds, Clocks, and the Study of Politics,” 

World Politics 29(4).  

→ Benedict Anderson. 1998. The Spectre of Comparisons: Nationalism, Southeast Asia, and the 

World. Verso. 

Robert Bates. 1996. “Area Studies and Political Science: Rupture and Possible Synthesis.” Africa 

Today 44(2): 123-131. 

Carles Boix and Susan Stokes (eds.) 2007. Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. Oxford 

University Press. Chapters of interest.  

Barbara Geddes. 2003. Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory Building and Research Design in 

Comparative Politics. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 

→ Peter J. Katzenstein. 2001. “Area and Regional Studies in the United States.” PS: Political 

Science and Politics 34(4): 789-791. 

Mark Irving Lichbach. 2009. “Thinking and Working in the Midst of Things: Discovery, 

Explanation, and Evidence in Comparative Politics,” in Mark Irving Lichbach and Alan 

Zuckerman, eds. Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure (Cambridge): 18-

71. 

Arend Lijphart. 1971. “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method.” American Political 

Science Review 65(3): 682-693. 

Steven Lukes. 2005. Power: A Radical View. 2nd Edition. Palgrave. 

Andrew March. 2009. “What Is Comparative Political Theory?” Review of Politics 71: 531-565. 

Robert K. Merton. 1968. Social Theory and Social Structure. Free Press. 

Helen V. Milner. 1998. “Rationalizing Politics: The Emerging Synthesis of International, 

American, and Comparative Politics.” International Organization 52, 4: 759–786 

Geraldo Munck and Richard Snyder, eds. 2007. Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative 

Politics. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 

→ Thomas B. Pepinsky. 2014. “Context and Method in Southeast Asian Politics.” Pacific Affairs 

87(3): 441-461. 

Adam Przeworski. 2007. “Is the Science of Comparative Politics Possible?” In Carles Boix and 

Susan C. Stokes (eds.), Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. Oxford University Press. 

David Szanton, ed. 2004. The Politics of Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines. 

University of California Press. 

Diego von Vacano. 2015. “The Scope of Comparative Political Theory.” Annual Review of 

Political Science 18: 465-480. 

 

 

September 16: Institutions  

 

*Douglass C. North. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. 

Cambridge University Press. pp. 3-53 (Chapters 1-6). ISBN 0521397340. 
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*Peter A. Hall and Rosemary C. R. Taylor. 1996. “Political Science and the Three New 

Institutionalisms.” Political Studies 44: 936-957. 

 

*Gretchen Helmke and Steven Levitsky. 2004. “Informal Institutions and Comparative Politics: 

A Research Agenda.” Perspectives on Politics 2(4): 725-740. 

 

*Avner Greif and David D. Laitin. 2004. “A Theory of Endogenous Institutional Change,” 

American Political Science Review 98(4): 633-652.  

 

*Steven Levitsky and María Victoria Murillo. 2009. “Variation in Institutional Strength.” Annual 

Review of Political Science 12: 115-133. 

 

Recommended 

Carles Boix. 1999. “Setting the Rules of the Game: The Choice of Electoral Systems in 

Advanced Democracies.” American Political Science Review 93 (3):609‐624.  

Ronald H. Coase. 1960. “The Problem of Social Cost.” Journal of Law and Economics, Vol. 3:1-

44.  

Coleman, James S. 1994. Foundations of Social Theory. Harvard University Press. 

Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier. 1991. Shaping the Political Arena: Critical Junctures, 

Labor Movements, and Regime Dynamics in Latin America. Princeton. 

Randall Calvert. 1995. “Rational Actors, Equilibrium, and Social Institutions.” In Explaining 

Social Institutions, edited by J. Knight and I. Sened. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan. 

Gary Cox and Scott Morgenstern. 2001. “Latin America's Reactive Assemblies and Proactive 

Presidents.” Comparative Politics 33 (2). 

Daniel Diermeier and Keith Krehbiel. 2003. “Institutionalism as a Methodology,” Journal of 

Theoretical Politics 15(2): 123-44.  

Barbara Geddes, Politicians Dilemma (University of California Press, 1994): 1-19.  

Avner Greif. 2006. Institutions and the Path to the Modern Economy: Lessons from Medieval 

Trade. Cambridge University Press. 

John Gerring and Strom C. Thacker. 2008. A Centripetal Theory of Democratic Governance. 

Cambridge University Press.  

John D. Huber and Charles Shipan: Deliberate Discretion: The Institutional Foundations of 

Bureaucratic Autonomy (Cambridge University Press, 2002).  

Ira Katznelson and Barry Weingast, eds. 2007. Preferences and Situations: Points of Intersection 

Between Historical and Rational Choice Institutionalism. Cambridge University Press. 

Jack Knight. 1992. Institutions and Social Conflict. Cambridge University Press.  

Margaret Levi. 2009. “Reconsideration of Rational Choice in Comparative and Historical 

Analysis,” in Lichbach and Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and 

Structure.  

Steven Levitsky and Maria Victoria Murillo. 2014. “Building Institutions on Weak Foundations: 

Lessons from Latin America,” in Scott Mainwaring, ed. Reflection on Uneven Democracies: 

The Legacy of Guillermo O’Donnell. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.  

Arend Lijphart. 1999. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-

Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press.  

Arend Lijphart. 2004. “Constitutional Design for Divided Societies,” Journal of Democracy 

15(2).  
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James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen. 2010. “A Gradual Theory of Institutional Change,” in 

James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen, eds., Explaining Institutional Change:  Ambiguity, 

Agency, and Power. Cambridge University Press: 1-37. 

James G. March and Johan P. Olson. 1984. “The New Institutionalism: Organizational Factors in 

Political Life,” American Political Science Review 78(3): 734-49.  

John W. Meyer and Brian Rowan. 1977. “Institutionalized Organizations: Formal Structure as 

Myth and Ceremony,” American Journal of Sociology 83(2): 340-363.s  

Douglass North. 1981. Structure and Change in Economic History. W.W. Norton.  

Douglass North and Barry Weingast. 1989. “Constitutions and commitment: the evolution of 

institutions governing public choice in seventeenth-century England.” The Journal of 

Economic History 49. 

Douglass North. 1990. “A Transaction Cost Theory of Politics.” Journal of Theoretical Politics. 

Elinor Ostrom. 1990. Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective 

Action. 

Scott Page. 2006. “Path Dependence,” Quarterly Journal of Political Science 1: 87-115. 

→ Thomas Pepinsky. 2014. “The Institutional Turn in Comparative Authoritarianism.” British 

Journal of Political Science 44, 631–653. 

Paul Pierson. 2000. “Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics,” American 

Political Science Review 94(2): 251-267.  

Paul Pierson. 2004. Politics in Time: History, Institutions, and Social Analysis. Princeton 

University Press.  

→ Jonas Pontusson. 1995. “From Comparative Public Policy to Political Economy: Putting 

Political Institutions in Their Place and Taking Interests Seriously,” Comparative Political 

Studies 28(1).  

Raub, Werner, Vincent Buskens, and Marcel A.L.M. van Assen. 2011. “Micro-Macro Links and 

Microfoundations in Sociology,” Journal of Mathematical Sociology 35: 1-25. 

Karen Remmer. 1997. “Theoretical Decay and Theoretical Development: The Resurgence of 

Institutional Analysis,” World Politics 50 (1): 34-61. 

William Riker. 1964. Federalism: Origin, Operation, Significance. Boston, MA: Little Brown.  

William Riker. 1980. “Implications from the Disequilibrium of Majority Rule for the Study of 

Institutions,” American Political Science Review 74(2): 432-446.  

Jonathan Rodden. 2009. “Back to the Future: Endogenous Institutions and Comparative 

Politics,” in Lichbach and Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and 

Structure.  

Thomas C. Schelling. 1978. Micromotives and Macrobehavior. Norton.  

Kenneth Shepsle. 1986. “Institutional Equilibrium and Equilibrium Institutions,” in H. 

Weisenberg (ed), Political Science: The Science of Politics. Agathon Press.  

Kenneth Shepsle. 1989. “Studying Institutions: Some Lessons from the Rational Choice 

Approach,” Journal of Theoretical Politics 1, 2: 131-147.  

Kenneth Shepsle, and Barry R. Weingast. 1994. “Positive Theories of Congressional 

Institutions,” Legislative Studies Quarterly 19: 149-80.  

Andrew Schotter. 1981. The Economic Theory of Social Institutions. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Wolfgang Streeck and Kathleen Thelen. 2005. Introduction: Institutional Change in Advanced 

Political Economies. In Beyond Continuity: Institutional Change in Advanced Political 

Economies, edited by W. Streeck and K. Thelen. Oxford University Press.  
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Sven Steinmo, Kathleen Thelen, and Frank Longstreth (eds.) 1992. Structuring Politics: 

Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis. Cambridge University Press.  

Kathleen Thelen, 1999. “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics.” Annual Review of 

Political Science 2:69‐404.  

Daniel Treisman. 2007. The Architecture of Government: Rethinking Political Decentralization.  

George Tsebelis. 1995. “Decision Making in Political Systems: Veto Players in Presidentialism, 

Parliamentarism, Multicameralism and Multipartyism.” British Journal of Political Science 

25.  

George Tsebelis. 2002. Veto Players: How Institutions Work. Princeton University Press.  

Barry M. Weingast. 1995. “The Economic Role of Political Institutions: Market-Preserving 

Federalism and Economic Development,” Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 

11(1): 1-31.  

Barry Weingast. 2002. “Rational Choice Institutionalism.” In Political Science: State of the 

Discipline, edited by I. Katznelson and H. Milner. Norton.  

Oliver E. Williamson. 2002. “The Theory of the Firm as Governance Structure: From Choice to 

Contract.” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 16, No. 3: pp. 171-195.  

 

 

September 23: The State 

 

*Theda Skocpol. 1985. “Bringing the State Back In,” in Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, 

and Theda Skocpol (eds.) Bringing the State Back In. Cambridge University Press. pp. 3-37. 

ISBN 978-0521313131. 

 

*Charles Tilly. 1992. Coercion, Capital, and European States: AD 990-1992. Blackwell. pp. 1-

95, 161-191 (Chapters 1-3, 6). ISBN 978-1-55786-368-3. 

 

*Miguel Centeno. 1997. “Blood and Debt: War and Taxation in Nineteenth Century Latin 

America,” American Journal of Sociology 102(6): 1565-1605  

 

*Michael Mann. 1984. “The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms, and 

Results.” European Journal of Sociology 25(2): 185-213. 

    

*Jeffrey Herbst. 2000. States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and 

Control. Princeton University Press. pp. 35-57, 139-172. (Chapters 2 and 5). ISBN 0-691-

01028-5. 

 

Recommended  

Lisa Anderson. 1986. The State and Social Transformation in Tunisia and Libya 1830-1980.  

Karen Barkey. 1996. Bandits and Bureaucrats.  

Robert H. Bates. 2008. When Things Fall Apart: State Failure in Late-Century Africa.  

Lisa Blaydes. 2017. “Middle Eastern State Building,” Annual Review of Political Science 20. 

Fred Block. 1977. “The Ruling Class Does Not Rule: Notes on the Marxist Theory of the State,” 

Socialist Revolution 7: 6-28.  

→ Valerie Bunce. 1999. Subversive Institutions: The Design and the Destruction of Socialism 

and the State. Cambridge University Press. 
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Thomas Ertman. 1997. Birth of the Leviathan: Building States and Regimes in Medieval and 

Early Modern Europe. Cambridge University Press.  

→ Gustavo Flores-Macías. 2022. Contemporary State Building: Elite Taxation and Public Safety 

in Latin America. Cambridge University Press. 

→ Gustavo Flores-Macías and Mariano Sánchez-Talanquer. 2020. “Building the Modern State in 

Developing Countries: Perceptions of Public Safety and (Un)Willingness to Pay Taxes in 

Mexico,” Politics & Society 48(3). 

Francis Fukuyama. 2011. The Origins of Political Order: From Prehuman Times to the French 

Revolution. Farrar, Strauss and Giroux. Chapters 5-7. 

Jack A. Goldstone 1991. Revolution and rebellion in the early modern world. University of 

California Press. 

Anna Grzymala-Busse. 2007. Rebuilding Leviathan: Party Competition and State Exploitation. 

Cambridge University Press. 

Otto Hintze. 1975. “Military Organization and the Organization of the State,” in Feliz Gilbert, 

ed., The Historical Essays of Otto Hintze. Oxford University Press.  

Desmond King and Robert Lieberman. 2009. “Ironies of State Building: A Comparative 

Perspective on the American State.” World Politics 61(3): 547-588.  

Stephen Krasner. 1984. “Approaches to the State: Alternative Conceptions and Historical 

Dynamics,” Comparative Politics 16(2): 223-246.  

Margaret Levi. 1988. Of Rule and Revenue. University of California Press.  

Margaret Levi. 1997. Consent, Dissent, and Patriotism. Cambridge University Press. 

Margaret Levi. 2002. “The State of the Study of the State,” and Miles Kahler, “The State of the 

State in World Politics,” in Milner & Katznelson, eds., Political Science: The State of the 

Discipline, Centennial Edition: 33-83. 

Joel Migdal. 1988. Strong Societies and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State 

Capabilities in the Third World. Princeton University Press.  

Joel Migdal, “Researching the State,” in Lichbach and Zuckerman, eds. Comparative Politics.  

Joel Migdal. 2001. The State in Society. Cambridge University Press.  

J.P. Nettl. 1968. “The State as a Conceptual Variable,” World Politics 20(4): 559-592.  

Douglass S. North, John Wallis and Barry R. Weingast. 2009. Violence and Social Orders. 

Cambridge University Press.  

Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg. 1982. “Why Africa’s Weak States Persist,” World Politics 

35(1): 1-24.  

Gianfranco Poggi. 1990. The State: Its Nature, Development, and Prospects. Stanford University 

Press.  

William Reno. 1997. War, Markets, and the Reconfiguration of West Africa's Weak States. 

Comparative Politics 29 (4): 493‐510.  

Nicholas Sambanis, Stergios Skaperdas, and William C. Wohlforth. 2015. “Nation-Building 

through War.” American Political Science Review 109(2): 279-296. 

Theda Skocpol. 1979. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, Russia, 

and China. Cambridge University Press. 

Dan Slater. 2010. Ordering Power: Contentious Politics and Authoritarian Leviathans in 

Southeast Asia. Cambridge University Press.  

Steve Solnick. 1998. Stealing from the State.  

David Stasavage. 2011. States of Credit. Princeton University Press.  
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Cameron Thies. 2005. “War, Rivalry, and State Building in Latin American,” American Journal 

of Political Science 49(3): 451-465. 

Charles Tilly. 1985. “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime,” in Peter Evans, 

Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol (eds.) Bringing the State Back In.  

Daniel Ziblatt. 2006. Structuring the State: The Formation of Italy and Germany and the Puzzle 

of Federalism. Princeton University Press.  

 

 

September 30: Regimes 

 

*Robert Dahl. 1972. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. New Haven: Yale University 

Press: 1-16. ISBN 978-0300015652. 

 

*Adam Przeworski. 1999. “Minimalist conception of democracy: a defense.” In Democracy’s 

Value, ed. Ian Shapiro and Casiano Hacker-Cordon. Cambridge University Press: 23-55. 

ISBN 978-0-521-64388-7. 

 

*Philippe C. Schmitter and Terry Lynn Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is…And Is Not.” Journal 

of Democracy 2(3): 3-16. 

   

*Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way. 2010. Competitive Authoritarianism: Hybrid Regimes after 

the Cold War. Cambridge University Press. pp. 3-84 (Chapters 1-2). ISBN 978-0521709156. 

 

*Barbara Geddes, Joseph Wright, and Erica Frantz. 2018. How Dictatorships Work: Power, 

Personalization, and Collapse. Cambridge University Press. pp. 177-217 (Chapter 8). ISBN 

978-1107535954. 

   

Recommended 

Kirk Bowman, Fabrice Lehoucq, and James Mahoney. 2005. “Measuring Political Democracy: 

Case Expertise, Data Adequacy, and Central America,” Comparative Political Studies 38(8). 

Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D. Morrow. 2003. 

The Logic of Political Survival. Cambridge: The MIT Press: 3-76. 

→ Valerie J. Bunce. 1980. “The Succession Connection: Policy Cycles and Political Change in 

the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe,” American Political Science Review 74(4): 966-977. 

H. E. Chehabi and Juan J. Linz (eds.). 1998. Sultanistic Regimes. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

University Press. 

David Collier, ed. 1979. The New Authoritarianism in Latin America. Princeton University 

Press. 

David Collier and Steven Levitsky. 1997. “Democracy with Adjectives:  Conceptual Innovation 

in Comparative Research,” World Politics 49, 3. 

Robert Dahl. 1956. A Preface to Democratic Theory. University of Chicago Press. 

Robert Dahl. 1989. Democracy and its Critics. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

James Fearon. 2011. “Self-enforcing Democracy,” Quarterly Journal of Economics. 126 (4): 

1661-1708. 

Carl J. Friedrich and Zbigniew Brzezinski. 1956. Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
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Barbara Geddes. 2003. Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory-Building and Research Design in 

Comparative Politics. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.  

Guy Hermet, Alain Rouquié, and Richard Rose. 1978. Elections without Choice. Wiley. 

Pierre F. Landry. 2008. Decentralized Authoritarianism in China: The Communist Party’s 

Control of Local Elites in the Post‐Mao Era. Cambridge University Press.  

Juan J. Linz. 2000. Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes. Boulder: Lynne Reiner.  

→ Andrew Mertha. 2009. “‘Fragmented Authoritarianism 2.0: Political Pluralization of the 

Chinese Policy Process,” China Quarterly 200: 1-18. 

Guillermo O’Donnell. 1994. “Delegative Democracy.” Journal of Democracy 5(1): 55-69. 

Mancur Olson. 1993. “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development,” American Political Science 

Review 87(3): 567‐576. 

Andreas Schedler. 2002. “The Menu of Manipulation,” Journal of Democracy 13(2): 36-50. 

Philippe C. Schmitter. 1974. “Still the Century of Corporatism?” Review of Politics 36(1). 

Dan Slater. 2013. “Democratic Careening.” World Politics. 

Alfred C. Stepan. 1988. Rethinking Military Politics: Brazil and the Southern Cone. Princeton 

University Press. 

Kellee Tsai. 2006. “Adaptive Informal Institutions and Endogenous Institutional Change in 

China,” World Politics 59(1): 116‐141.  

Lucan A. Way. 2005. “Authoritarian Statebuilding and the Sources of Regime Competitiveness 

in the Fourth Wave: The Cases of Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine,” World Politics 

57(2): 231-261. 

Jeffrey Winters. 2011. Oligarchy. Cambridge University Press. 

Ronald Wintrobe. 1998. The Political Economy of Dictatorship. Cambridge University Press. 

 

 

October 7: Origins and Transitions 

 

*Gregory M. Luebbert. 1987. “Social Foundations of Political Order in Interwar Europe,” World 

Politics 39(4): 449-478.  

 

*Daniel Ziblatt. 2017. Conservative Parties and the Birth of Democracy. Cambridge University 

Press. pp. 1-53 (Chapters 1-2). ISBN 978-0521172998. 

 

*Sheri Berman. 1997. “Civil Society and the Collapse of the Weimar Republic,” World Politics 

49 (3): 401-439.  

 

*Dankwart Rustow. 1970. “Transitions to Democracy: Toward a Dynamic Model,” Comparative 

Politics 2(3): 337-364. 

 

*Carles Boix and Susan Stokes. 2003. “Endogenous Democratization,” World Politics 55(4).  

 

*Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman. 2012. “Inequality and Regime Change: Democratic 

Transitions and the Stability of Democratic Rule,” American Political Science Review 106, 3. 

 

Recommended 
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Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, James A. Robinson, and Pierre Yared. 2008. “Income and 

Democracy,” American Economic Review 98(3): 808-42. 

Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson. 2000. “Why did the West Extend the Franchise? 

Democracy, Inequality, and Growth in Historical Perspective,” Quarterly Journal of 

Economics 115(4), 1167-1199. 

Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson. 2001. “A Theory of Political Transitions,” American 

Economic Review 91(4): 938-963. 

Ben W. Ansell and David J. Samuels. Inequality and Democratization: An Elite-Competition 

Approach. Cambridge University Press. 

→ David A. Bateman. 2018. Disenfranchising Democracy: Constructing the Electorate in the 

United States, the United Kingdom, and France. Cambridge University Press. 

Eva Bellin. 2004. “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in 

Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics 36(2): 139-157. 

Eva Bellin. 2012. “Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: 

Lessons from the Arab Spring,” Comparative Politics 44(2): 127-149. 

Sheri Berman. 2019. Democracy and Dictatorship in Europe. Cambridge University Press. 

Nancy Bermeo. 2003. Ordinary People in Extraordinary Times: The Citizenry and the 

Breakdown of Democracy. Princeton University Press. 

Carles Boix. 2003. Democracy and Redistribution. Cambridge University Press.  

→ Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle. 1994. “Neopatrimonial Regimes and Political 

Transitions in Africa,” World Politics 46(4): 453-489. 

→ Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle. 1997. Democratic Experiments in Africa 

Cambridge University Press. 

→ Valerie Bunce. 2000. “Comparative Democratization: Big and Bounded Generalizations.” 

Comparative Political Studies, 33, no. 6-7: 703-734. 

→ Valerie Bunce. 2003. “Rethinking Recent Democratization: Lessons from the Postcommunist 

Experience.” World Politics, 55: 167-192. 

→ Valerie J. Bunce, Michael McFaul, and Kathryn Stoner-Weiss, eds. 2010. Democracy and 

Authoritarianism in the Postcommunist World. Cambridge University Press. 

→ Valerie Bunce and Sharon Wolchik. 2010. “Defeating Dictators: Electoral Change and 

Stability in Competitive Authoritarian Regimes,” World Politics 62(1): 43-86. 

Giovanni Capoccia and Daniel Ziblatt. “The Historical Turn in Democratization Studies: A New 

Research Agenda for Europe and Beyond.” Comparative Political Studies 43:8-9, 

(August/September 2010): pp. 931-968. 

Jose Antonio Cheibub and Fernando Limongi. 2002. “Democratic Institutions and Regime 

Survival: Parliamentary and Presidential Democracies Reconsidered,” Annual Review of 

Political Science. 

Ruth Berins Collier. 1999. Paths Towards Democracy: The Working Class and Elites in Western 

Europe and South America. Cambridge University Press.  

Jason Brownlee. 2007. “Hereditary Succession in Modern Autocracies,” World Politics 59(4): 

595‐628. 

Ralf Dahrendorf. 1990. Reflections on the Revolution in Europe. Times Books. 

M. Stephen Fish. 2005. Democracy Derailed in Russia: The Failure of Open Politics. Cambridge 

University Press. 

Jennifer Gandhi and Adam Przeworski. 2006. “Cooperation, Cooptation, and Rebellion under 

Dictatorships,” Economics and Politics 18(1):1‐26.  
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Mary E. Gallagher. 2002. “‘Reform and Openness’: Why China’s Economic Reforms Have 

Delayed Democracy,” World Politics 54(3): 338-372.  

Jennifer Gandhi and Adam Przeworski. 2007. “Authoritarian Institutions and the Survival of 

Autocrats,” Comparative Political Studies 40(11): 1279-1301. 

Barbara Geddes. 1999. “What Do We Know about Democratization After Twenty Years?” 

Annual Review of Political Science 2, 115-144..  

Barbara Geddes, Joseph Wright, and Erica Frantz. 2014. “Autocratic Breakdown and Regime 

Transitions: A New Data Set.” Perspectives on Politics 12(2): 313-331. 

Kenneth Greene. 2007. Why Dominant Parties Lose: Mexico’s Democratization in Comparative 

Perspective. Cambridge University Press. 

Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman. 1995. The Political Economy of Democratic 

Transitions. Princeton University Press.  

Amaney Jamal. 2007. Barriers to Democracy:  The Other Side of Social Capital in Palestine and 

the Arab World. Princeton University Press. 

Jeffrey S. Kopstein and David A. Reilly. 2000. “Geographic Diffusion and the Transformation of 

the Postcommunist World,” World Politics 53(1): 1-37.  

Juan J. Linz. 1998. The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes: Crisis, Breakdown, and 

Reequilibration.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press: 1-49. 

Seymour Martin Lipset. 1959. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development 

and Political Legitimacy,” American Political Science Review 53(1): 69-105. 

Seymour Martin Lipset. 1960. Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics. Garden City, NY: 

Doubleday, chapter 2. 

John B. Londregan and Keith T. Poole. 1996. “Does High Income Promote Democracy?” World 

Politics 49(1): 1-30.  

Gregory Luebbert. 1991. Liberalism, Fascism, and Social Democracy: Social Classes and the 

Political Origins of Regimes in Interwar Europe. Oxford University Press. 

Beatriz Magaloni. 2006. Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and Its Demise in 

Mexico. Cambridge University Press.  

James Mahoney and Richard Snyder. 1999. “Rethinking Agency and Structure in the Study of 

Regime Change,” Studies in Comparative International Development 34(2): 3-32. 

Scott Mainwaring and Aníbal Pérez-Liñán. 2003. “Level of Development and Democracy: Latin 

American Exceptionalism,” Comparative Political Studies 36(9): 1031-1067. 

Barrington Moore. 1966. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy. Boston: Beacon Press: 

413-432   

Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative Politics. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. O’Donnell and Schmitter interviews. 

Guillermo O’Donnell and Philippe Schmitter. 1986. Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: 

Tentative Conclusions about Uncertain Democracies. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 

Press: 3-36. 

→ Thomas Pepinsky. 2009. Economic Crises and the Breakdown of Authoritarian Regimes. 

Cambridge University Press. 

Adam Przeworski and Fernando Limongi, “Modernization: Theory and Facts,” World Politics 

49, 2 (1997). 

Karen Remmer. 1991. “New Wine or Old Bottlenecks? The Study of Latin American 

Democracy,” Comparative Politics 23(4): 479-495. 
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→ Rachel Beatty Riedl, Dan Slater, Joseph Wong, and Daniel Ziblatt 2020. “Authoritarian-Led 

Democratization.” Annual Review of Political Science. 

→ Bryn Rosenfeld. 2020. The Autocratic Middle Class: How State Dependency Reduces the 

Demand for Democracy. Cambridge University Press. 

→ Bryn Rosenfeld. 2018. “The Popularity Costs of Economic Crisis Under Electoral 

Authoritarianism: Evidence from Russia.” American Journal of Political Science 62(2): 382-

397. 

Dan Slater. 2009. “Revolutions, Crackdowns, and Quiescence: Communal Elites and Democratic 

Mobilization in Southeast Asia,” American Journal of Sociology 115(1): 203-54. 

Benjamin Smith. 2005. “Life of the Party: The Origins of Regime Breakdown and Persistence 

under Single-Party Rule,” World Politics 57(3): 421-451.  

Richard Snyder. 1998. “Paths out of Sultanistic Regimes,” in H.E. Chehabi and Juan J. Linz 

(eds.) Sultanistic Regimes. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 49-81.  

→ Nicolas van de Walle. 2006. “Tipping games: When do opposition parties coalesce?” in 

Electoral authoritarianism: The dynamics of unfree competition, edited by Andreas Schedler. 

Westview Press. 

→ Jeremy Wallace. 2014. Cities and Stability: Urbanization, Redistribution, and Regime 

Survival in China. Oxford University Press. 

→ Jeremy Wallace. 2022. Seeking Truth and Hiding Facts: Information, Ideology, and 

Authoritarian Rule in China. Oxford University Press. 

Elisabeth Jean Wood. 2001. “An Insurgent Path to Democracy: Popular Mobilization, Economic 

Interests and Regime Transition in South Africa and El Salvador,” Comparative Political 

Studies 34(8): 862-888.  

Daniel Ziblatt. 2006. “How Did Europe Democratize?” World Politics 58(2): 311-38.  

 

 

October 14: Fall Break (no class) 

 

 

October 21: Culture 

 

*Lisa Wedeen. 2002. “Conceptualizing Culture: Possibilities for Political Science.” American 

Political Science Review 96(5). 

 

*Robert D. Putnam. 1993. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy. 

Princeton University Press. pp. 3-16, 63-82, 163-185. (Chapters 1, 3, and 6). ISBN 978-

0691037387. 

 

*Lucien W. Pye and Mary W. Pye. 1985. Asian Power and Politics: The Cultural Dimensions of 

Authority. Harvard University Press. pp. 1-54, 182-214. (Chapters 1, 2, and 7). ISBN 978-

0674049789. 

 

*Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel. 2005. Modernization, Cultural Change, and 

Democracy: The Human Development Sequence. Cambridge University Press. pp. 1-76, 149-

172, 231-271. (Intro and chapters 1, 2, 7, 10, 11). ISBN 978-0521609715. 
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*Avner Greif. 1994. “Cultural Beliefs and the Organization of Society: A Historical and 

Theoretical Reflection on Collectivist and Individualist Societies,” Journal of Political 

Economy 102(2): 912-950. 

 

Recommended  

Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba. 1963. The Civic Culture. Princeton University Press. 

Chapters 1, 3, 10, and 14. 

Kate Baldwin. 2016. The Paradox of Traditional Leaders in Democratic Africa. Cambridge 

University Press.  

Yun-han Chu. 2013. Sources of Regime Legitimacy and the Debate over the Chinese Model, The 

China Review 13, No. 1. 

Michael Chwe. 2003. Rational Ritual: Culture, Coordination, and Common Knowledge. 

Princeton University Press. 

David J. Elkins and Richard Simeon. “A Cause in Search of its Effect, or What Does Political 

Culture Explain?” Comparative Politics. (January 1979) 

M. Steven Fish. 2002. “Islam and Authoritarianism,” World Politics 55(1): 4‐37.  

Diego Fossati and Ferran Martinez i Coma. 2022. The Meaning of Democracy in Southeast Asia: 

Liberalism, Egalitarianism and Participation. Cambridge University Press. 

Clifford Geertz. 1963. “The integrative revolution: primordial sentiments and politics in the new 

states,” in Clifford Geertz,ed. Old Societies and New States: The Quest for Modernity in Asia 

and Africa. The Free Press of Glencoe. 

Clifford Geertz. 1973. “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture,” in Geertz, 

The Interpretation of Cultures. Basic Books. pp. 3-30. 

Clifford Geertz. 1973. The Interpretation of Cultures. Basic Books. pp. 255-310.  

Samuel P. Huntington. 1998. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. 

Simon and Schuster. 

Ronald Inglehart. 1988. “The Renaissance of Political Culture,” American Political Science 

Review 82: 1203-1230. 

Jim Granato, Ronald Inglehart, and David Leblang. 1996. "The effect of cultural values on 

economic development: theory, hypotheses, and some empirical tests." American Journal of 

Political Science: 607-631 

Robert Jackman and Ross Miller. Before Norms: Institutions and Civic Culture, Ann Arbor: 

University of Michigan Press, 2004: 1-30. 

Chalmers Johnson. 1982. “What’s Wrong with Chinese Political Studies?” Asian Survey 22(10): 

919-933. 

David D. Laitin. 1986. Hegemony and Culture: Politics and Religious Change among the 

Yoruba.  

David Laitin. 1988. “Political Culture and Political Preferences,” American Political Science 

Review. 

Melissa Lane. 2015. The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They 

Matter. Princeton University Press. 

Margaret Levi. 1998. “A State of Trust,” in Braithwaite, Valerie and Levi, eds., Trust and Governance.  

Russell Sage Foundation. 

Robbert Maseland and André van Hoorn. 2011. “Why Muslims like democracy yet have so little of it.” 

Public Choice 147, 481–496. 
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→ Gwyneth McClendon and Rachel Beatty Riedl. 2019. From Pews to Politics, Religious Sermons and 

Political Participation in Africa. Cambridge University Press. 

Jeremy Menchik. 2017. “The Constructivist Approach to Religion and World Politics.” Comparative 

Politics 49(4): 561-581. 

Alan Patten, "Rethinking Culture: The Social Lineage Account," American Political Science Review 

105:4 (November 2011) 735-49. 

Robert Putnam. 1971. “Studying Elite Political Culture: The Case of ‘Ideology’,” American 

Political Science Review 65(3): 651-681. 

Richard Robison. 1996. The Politics of ‘Asian Values.’ Pacific Review 9:3, 309-327. 

Edward W. Said. 1994. Orientalism. Vintage. 

Michael G. Schatzberg. 2001. Political Legitimacy in Middle Africa: Father, Family, Food. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 

James C. Scott. 2009. The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast 

Asia. Yale University Press. 

Doh Chull Shin. 2012. Confucianism and Democratization in East Asia. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Rogers Smith. 2003. Stories of Peoplehood: The Politics and Morals of Political Membership. 

Cambridge University Press. 

Ann Swidler. 1986. “Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies.” American Sociological Review 

51(2). 

“Symposium: A Cultural Theory of Politics,” PS (October 2011): 703-48. 

→ Sidney Tarrow. 1996. “Making Social Science Work across Space and Time: A Critical 

Reflection on Robert Putnam’s Making Democracy Work.” American Political Science 

Review. 

E.P. Thompson. 1963. The Making of the English Working Class. V. Gollancz. 

Eugen Weber. 1976. Peasants into Frenchmen. Stanford University Press. 

Max Weber. 1930. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 

Chapter 2. 

Lisa Wedeen. 1995. Ambiguities of Domination. University of Chicago Press. 

Aaron Wildavsky. “Choosing Preferences by Constructing Institutions: A Cultural Theory of 

Preference Formation” American Political Science Review 81, no. 1 (March 1987) p. 3 – 18. 

 

 

October 28: Categories and Identities 

 

*Kanchan Chandra, “What is Ethnic Identity and Does It Matter?” Annual Review of Political 

Science, 9 (2006): 397-424. 

 

*Mala Htun. 2004. “Is Gender like Ethnicity? The Political Representation of Identity Groups.” 

Perspectives on Politics 2(3): 439-458. 

 

*Daniel Posner. 2004. “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and 

Tumbukas are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi,” American Political Science 

Review 98(4): 529-545.  

 

*Anthony W. Marx. 1996. “Race-Making and the Nation-State.” World Politics 48(2): 180-208. 
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*Rogers Brubaker. 1992. Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany. Harvard 

University Press. Chapters 1-6. ISBN 9780674131781. 

 

Recommended 

Rawi Abdelal, Yoshiko M. Herrera, Alastair Iain Johnston, and Rose McDermott. 2006. 

“Identity as a Variable,” Perspectives on Politics 4(4).  

Claire Adida, David Laitin, and Marie-Anne Valfort. 2010. “Identifying barriers to Muslim 

integration in France.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Science 107(52) 22384-

22390. 

G. Akerlof and R. Kranton. 2000. “Economics and Identity,” Quarterly Journal of Economics  

Alberto Alesina, R. Baqir, and W. Easterly. 1999. “Public Goods and Ethnic Divisions,” 

Quarterly Journal of Economics. 114(4):1243-84. 

Benedict Anderson. 1983. Imagined Communities. Verso. 

Leonardo R. Arriola. 2012. Multi-Ethnic Coalitions in Africa: Business Financing of Opposition 

Election Campaigns. Cambridge University Press. 

Contributions by Karen Beckwith, Teri Caraway, Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer, Aili Mari Tripp, 

Lisa Baldez, and Georgina Waylen to “A Comparative Politics of Gender,” Perspectives on 

Politics 8(1): 159-231. 

→ Alexandra Blackman and Marlette Jackson. 2021. “Gender Stereotypes, Political Leadership, 

and Voting Behavior in Tunisia.” Political Behavior 43: 1037-1066. 

Rogers Brubaker. 1992. Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press. 

Rogers Brubaker. 2002. “Ethnicity without Groups.” Archives européennes de sociologie XLIII, 

2: 163-189. 

Rogers Brubaker and Fredrick Cooper. “Beyond ‘Identity.’” Theory and Society 29(1): 1-47. 

Melani Cammett. 2014. Compassionate Communalism: Welfare and Sectarianism in Lebanon. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

Kanchan Chandra, “Making Causal Claims about the Effect of ‘Ethnicity,’” in Lichbach and 

Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure.  

Rafaela Dancygier. 2010. Immigration and Conflict in Europe. Cambridge University Press. 

Keith Darden and Anna Grzymala‐Busse. 2006. “The Great Divide: Literacy, Nationalism and 

the Communist Collapse,” World Politics 59(1): 83‐115.  

Karl Deutsch. 1953. Nationalism and Social Communication: An Inquiry into the Foundations of 

Nationality. Wiley.  

→ Kevin Foley, Jeremy Wallace, and Jessica Chen Weiss. 2018. The Political and Economic 

Consequences of Nationalist Protest in China: The 2012 Anti-Japanese Demonstrations. 

China Quarterly. 

Diego Fossati. 2022. Unity through Division: Political Islam, Representation and Democracy in 

Indonesia. Cambridge University Press. 

Ernest Gellner. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 1-7 and 39-62.  

Anthony Gill. 2001. “Religion and Comparative Politics.” Annual Review of Political Science 4: 

117-38. 

Sara Wallace Goodman. 2014. Immigration and Membership Politics in Western Europe. 

Cambridge University Press. 
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Anna Grzymala-Busse, Nations under God:  How Churches Use Moral Authority to Influence 

Policy (Princeton University Press, 2015). 

Anna Grzymala‐Busse. 2016. “Weapons of the Meek: How Churches Influence Public Policy.” 

World Politics. 

James Habyarimana, Macartan Humphreys, Daniel Posner, and Jeremy Weinstein. 2007. “Why 

Does Ethnic Diversity Undermine Public Goods Provision?” American Political Science 

Review. 

J. Habyarimana, M. Humphreys, D. Posner, and J. Weinstein. 2011. Co-ethnicity. Russell Sage.  

Henry Hale. 2004. “Explaining Ethnicity.” Comparative Political Studies. 37.4: 458- 485.  

Ange-Marie Hancock. 2007. “When Multiplication Doesn’t Equal Quick Addition: Examining 

Intersectionality as a Research Paradigm.” Perspectives on Politics 5(1), 63-69. 

Mary Hawkesworth. 2015. Political Worlds of Women: Activism, Advocacy, and Governance in 

the Twenty-First Century. Routledge, Chapter 4 “From the Politics of Identity to Identity 

Politics.” 

Mala Htun. 2016. Inclusion without Representation in Latin America: Gender Quotas and Ethnic 

Reservations. Cambridge University Press. 

Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger. 1983. The Invention of Tradition. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Eric Hobsbawm. 1991. Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme, Myth, Reality. 

Laurence R. Iannaccone. 1998. “The Economics of Religion: A Survey of Recent Work.” 

Journal of Economic Literature 36: 1465-1496. 

→ Alexander Kuo and Yotam Margait. 2012. “Measuring Identity: Experimental Evidence” 

Comparative Politics 44(4): 459-480. 

David D. Laitin. 1998. Identity in Formation: The Russian-Speaking Populations in the Near 

Abroad.  

Evan S. Lieberman and Prerna Singh. 2017. “Census Enumeration and Group Conflict: A Global 

Analysis of the Consequences of Counting.” World Politics.  

Arend Lijphart. 1977. Democracy in Plural Societies. New Haven: Yale University Press. 

Anthony Marx. 1998. Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of the United States, South 

Africa, and Brazil. Cambridge University Press. 

Diana Z. O’Brien and Johanna Rickne. 2016. “Gender Quotas and Women’s Political 

Leadership.” American Political Science Review 110(1): 112-126. 

→ Thomas Pepinsky, R. William Liddle, and Saiful Mujani. 2012. “Testing Islam’s Political 

Advantage: Evidence from Indonesia.” American Journal of Political Science 56(3): 584-600 

Daniel Posner. 2005. Institutions and Ethnic Politics in Africa. Cambridge University Press.  

Ronald Rogowski. 1990. Commerce and Coalitions. Princeton University Press. 

Mark Q. Sawyer. 2007. Racial Politics in Post-Revolutionary Cuba. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Joel Sawat Selway. 2011. “The Measurement of Cross-cutting Cleavages and Other 

Multidimensional Cleavage Structures” Political Analysis 19(1): 48-65. 

Moses Shayo. 2009. A Model of Social Identity with an Application to Political Economy: 

Nation, Class, and Redistribution. American Political Science Review, 103(2), 147-174.  

Anthony Smith. 1986. The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Basil Blackwell. 

Rogers Smith and Desmond King. 2005. “Racial Orders in American Political Development,” 

American Political Science Review 99: 75-92. 

Ronald Suny. 1993. Revenge of the Past. Stanford University Press.  
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Henri Tajfel, ed. 1982. Social Identity and Intergroup Relations. Cambridge University Press. 

Henri Tajfel and John C. Turner. 2004. “The Social Identity Theory of Intergroup Behavior.” In 

Political Psychology: Key Readings, eds. John T. Jost and Jim Sidanius. Routledge. 

Dawn Langan Teele. 2018. Forging the Franchise: The Political Origins of the Women’s Vote. 

Princeton University Press. 

William L. Yancey, Eugene P. Ericksen and Richard N. Juliani. 1976. “Emergent Ethnicity: A 

Review and Reformulation,” American Sociological Review 41(3): 391-403. 

Dvora Yanow. 2003. Constructing “Race” and “Ethnicity” in America: Category-making in 

Public Policy and Administration. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 

Deborah Yashar. 1999. “Democracy, Indigenous Movements, and the Postliberal Challenge in 

Latin America,” World Politics 52(1).  

 

 

November 4: Movements 

 

*Mancur Olson. 1965. The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups 

Harvard University Press. pp. 5-22, 33-52 (Chapter 1). ISBN 0-674-53751-3. 

 

*Sidney Tarrow. 2011. Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics. Second 

edition. Cambridge University Press. pp. 1-53, 91-138. (Chapters 1-3 and 6-8). ISBN 978-0-

521-62947-8. 

 

*Timur Kuran. 1991. “Now out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European 

Revolution of 1989,” World Politics 44 (1):7‐48.  

 

*Wendy Pearlman. 2013. “Emotions and the Microfoundations of the Arab Uprisings,” 

Perspectives on Politics 11(2): 387-409. 

 

*Diana Fu. 2017. “Disguised Collective Action in China.” Comparative Political Studies 

50(4): 499-527. 

 

Recommended 

Lisa Baldez. 2002. Why Women Protest: Women’s Movements in Chile. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Mark Beissinger. Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet State. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2002. 

Suzanne Berger, ed. 1981. Organizing Interests in Western Europe. Cambridge University Press. 

Erica Chenoweth and Maria Stephan. 2012. Why Civil Resistance Works: The Strategic Logic of 

Nonviolent Conflict. Columbia University Press.  

Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier. 1979. “Inducements versus Constraints: Disaggregating 

Corporatism,” American Political Science Review 73(4): 967-986. 

Grzegorz Ekiert. 1996. The State Against Society: Political Crises and their Aftermath in East 

Central Europe. Princeton University Press.  

Grzegorz Ekiert and Jan Kubik. 1999. Rebellious Civil Society. Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press. 
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Jon Elster. 1989. The Cement of Society: A Study of Social Order. Cambridge University Press, 

1989. 

→ Rebecca Kolins Givan, Kenneth M. Roberts and Sarah A. Soule, eds. 2010. The Diffusion of 

Social Movements. New York, Cambridge University Press. 

Albert O. Hirschman. 1970. Exit, Voice and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms, 

Organizations, and States. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Marc Morje Howard. 2002. The Weakness of Civil Society in Postcommunist Europe Cambridge 

University Press. 

Craig J. Jenkins. 1983. “Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements,” 

Annual Review of Sociology 9: 527-553.  

Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink. 1997. Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in 

International Politics. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

Herbert Kitschelt. 1986. “Political Opportunity Structures and Political Protest,” British Journal 

of Political Science 16(1): 57-85.  

William Kornhauser. 1959. The Politics of Mass Society. Free Press.  

Anirudh Krishna. 2002. Active Social Capital: Tracing the Roots of Development and 

Democracy. Columbia University Press. 

Michael Lipsky. 1968. “Protest as a Political Resource,” American Political Science Review 62 

(4): 1114-1158  

→ Andrew T. Little. 2016. “Communication Technology and Protest.” Journal of Politics, Vol. 

78, No 1, 152-166. 

Susanne Lohmann, “Dynamics of Informational Cascades: The Monday Demonstrations in 

Leipzig, East Germany, 1989-91,” World Politics 47 (1994): 42-101. 

Doug McAdam. 1999. Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, 1930-1970. 

Second edition. University of Chicago Press. 

Doug McAdam, John D. McCarthy, and Mayer N. Zald (eds.). 1996. Comparative Perspectives 

on Social Movements: Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Structures, and Cultural 

Framings. Cambridge University Press. 

→ Doug McAdam, Sidney Tarrow, and Charles Tilly. 2001. The Dynamics of Contention. 

Cambridge University Press: 3-71. 

John McCarthy and Mayer Zald. 1977. “Resource Mobilization and Social Movements: a Partial 

Theory,” American Journal of Sociology 82(6): 1212-41.  

Kevin O’Brien. 1996. “Rightful Resistance,” World Politics 49(1): 31-55. 

Pamela Oliver and Gerald Marwell. 1993. The Critical Mass in Collective Action: A Microsocial 

Theory. 

Pamela Oliver and Gerald Marwell, 2001, “Whatever Happened to Critical Mass Theory? A 

Retrospective and Assessment,” Sociological Theory. 

Elizabeth Perry. 1995. Shanghai on Strike: The Politics of Chinese Labor. Stanford University 

Press. 

→ Pop-Eleches, Grigore, Graeme Robertson and Bryn Rosenfeld. 2022. "Protest Participation 

and Attitude Change: Evidence from Ukraine's Euromaidan Revolution."  Journal of Politics 

84(2): 625-638. 

Robert Putnam. 1995. “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital,” Journal of 

Democracy 6(1): 65-78. 

→ Kenneth Roberts. 2006. “Populist Mobilization, Socio-Political Conflict, and Grass-Roots 

Organization in Latin America,” Comparative Politics 38(2): 127-148. 
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Thomas C. Schelling. 1978. Micromotives and Macrobehavior. Norton. 

James C. Scott. 1990. Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden Transcripts. Yale 

University Press. 

James Scott. 1977. “Peasant Revolution: a Dismal Science.” Comparative Politics 9(2): 231-248. 

James Scott. 1985. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance. New Haven: 

Yale University Press. 

Kay Schlozman, Sidney Verba, and Henry Brady. 1999. “Civic Participation and the Equality 

Problem,” in Morris Fiorina and Theda Skocpol, eds, Civic Engagement in American 

Democracy. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution: 427-460. 

Erica S. Simmons. 2016. “Market Reforms and Water Wars.” World Politics 68(1): 37-73. 

Theda Skocpol, Marshall Ganz, and Ziad Munson. 2000. “A Nation of Organizers: the 

Institutional Origins of Civic Voluntarism in the United States,” American Political Science 

Review 94(3): 527-546.  

Theda Skocpol and Jeff Goodwin. 1989. “Explaining Revolutions in the Contemporary Third 

World,” Politics and Society 17(4): 489-509. 

→ Sidney Tarrow. War, States and Contention. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

Charles Tilly. 2004. Contention and Democracy in Europe, 1650-2000. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Carrie Rosefsky Wickham. 2002. Mobilizing Islam:  Religion, Activism, and Political Change in 

Egypt. Columbia University Press. 

Sidney Verba, Norman Nie, and Jae-on Kim. 1987. Participation and Political Equality: A Seven 

Nation Comparison. University of Chicago Press. 

 

 

November 11: Violence 

 

*Elisabeth Jean Wood. 2003. Insurgent Collective Action and Civil War in El Salvador. 

Cambridge University Press. pp. 1-50, 87-120. (Chapters 1, 2, and 4). ISBN 0-521-01050-0 

 

*Stathis Kalyvas. 2006. The Logic of Violence in Civil War. Cambridge University Press. pp 1-

172 (Chapters 1-7). ISBN 978-0-521-67004-3 

 

*James Fearon and David Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War,” American 

Political Science Review 97(1): 75-90.  

 

*Robert Braun. 2016. “Religious Minorities and Resistance to Genocide: The Collective Rescue 

of Jews in the Netherlands during the Holocaust.” American Political Science Review 110(1): 

127-147. 

 

*Dara Kay Cohen. 2016. Rape During Civil War. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. pp. 1-55. 

(Chapters 1-2). ISBN 9781501705274 

 

Recommended 

Severine Autesserre. 2010. The Trouble with the Congo: Local Violence and the Failure of 

International Peace Building. Cambridge University Press. 
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Eli Berman, Joseph H. Felter, and Jacob Shapiro. 2011. “Can Hearts and Minds be Bought? The 

Economics of Counterinsurgency in Iraq.” Journal of Political Economy 119, 766-819.  

→ Blair, Robert, Sabrina Karim, Benjamin Morse. 2019. “Building Trust in a Reformed Security 

Sector: Evidence from a Field Experiment with the Liberian National Police,” American 

Political Science Review, 113(3): 641–657. 

Bakke, Kristin M., Kathleen Gallagher Cunningham, and Lee JM Seymour. “A plague of initials: 

Fragmentation, cohesion, and infighting in civil wars.” Perspectives on Politics 10.2 (2012): 

265-283. 

Christopher Blattman and Jeannie Annan. 2009. “From Violence to Voting: War and Political 

Participation in Uganda.” American Political Science Review 103(2), 231-247. 

Christopher Blattman and Edward Miguel. 2010. “Civil War,” Journal of Economic Literature 

48(1): 3–57.  

Paul Brass. 1997. Theft of an Idol. Princeton University Press. 

Marshall Burke, Edward Miguel, Shanker Satyanath, John Dykemae, and David Lobell. 2009. 

“Warming Increases the Risk of Civil War in Africa,” Proceedings of the National Academy 

of Sciences 106 (49): 20670-20674. 

Lars-Erik Cederman, Nils B. Weidmann, and Kristian.S. Gleditsch. 2011. “Horizontal 

Inequalities and Ethnonationalist Civil War: A Global Comparison,” American Political 

Science Review 105(3): 478-495. 

→ Dara Cohen and Sabrina Karim. 2022. “Does More Equality for Women Mean Less War? 

Sex, Gender Inequality and Political Violence,” International Organization, 76(2): 414 - 444 

Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. “Greed and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford Economic 

Papers 56: 563-595. 

Christian Davenport. 2007. State Repression and the Domestic Democratic Peace. Cambridge 

University Press. 

Michael W. Doyle and Nicholas Sambanis. 2006. Making War and Building Peace: United 
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