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Government 6353 
Field Seminar in Comparative Politics 

Fall 2016 
Wednesdays, 10:00-12:35 

Stimson 206 
 

 
Tom Pepinsky 
322 White Hall 

pepinsky@cornell.edu 
  Office Hours: calendly.com/thomas-pepinsky 
 
 
This seminar is an overview of the field of comparative politics targeted towards Ph.D. students 
in the Government department. This course introduces students to classic works as well as recent 
contributions that build upon those works. Readings draw from leading theoretical approaches—
including structural, institutional, rational choice, and cultural perspectives—and cover a broad 
range of substantive topics, such as regime types, democratization, states and civil society, 
political economy, violence, participation, and representation. Students from other programs may 
register only with the permission of the instructor. There are no prerequisites for the course. 

 
The reading load for this course varies by week, but averages six to seven articles/chapters or 
approximately three hundred pages per week. Assigned readings are marked with an asterisk (*). 
Students are expected to complete all of the required readings before each class.  
 
I have listed additional background reading to identify important works that we will not be able 
to cover during our course. These lists for each week are long. You will certainly not be able to 
complete them all, and you should not try. However, you should consider the syllabus as a whole 
to reflect a broad survey of some of the major questions and topics in the field of comparative 
politics. It is still incomplete, in ways that we will discuss at length in class. But a student 
interested in pursuing research on, say, the state, or political identity, or the political economy of 
advanced industrial democracies, should expect to be familiar with the basic concepts, debates, 
and approaches found in the recommended readings sections for that particular week.  
 
The following books are available for purchase at the Cornell bookstore. Copies are also 
available at the Olin Library reserve desk. 
  

1. Charles Tilly. Coercion, Capital, and European States. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 
2. Douglass C. North. Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 
3. Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way. Competitive Authoritarianism: Hybrid Regimes after 

the Cold War. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
4. Sidney Tarrow. Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics. New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 
5. Steven Wilkinson. Votes and Violence: Electoral Competition and Ethnic Riots in India. 

New York: Cambridge University Press. 
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6. Elisabeth Wood. Insurgent Collective Action and Civil War in El Salvador. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

7. Ben W. Ansell and David J. Samuels. Inequality and Democratization: An Elite-
Competition Approach. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Remaining readings are drawn from a mix of books and journal articles. The assigned readings 
are available online at the Blackboard course site, which may be accessed at 
http://blackboard.cornell.edu. The course ID is 7024_2016FA. Readings are found under the 
Readings tab on the left-hand navigation panel. 
 
There are three requirements for this course:  
  

1. Active and thoughtful class participation. All students are expected to participate actively 
and regularly in discussions.  In addition, two times during the semester, students will 
serve as discussion leaders.  Discussion leaders will write a short, two-page critical 
review of the weekly readings and circulate it in advance to other members of the class in 
order to identify key issues for classroom discussion.  

2. Critical response essays. Throughout the course of the semester, each student is 
responsible for writing five (5) short response papers that integrate and critically evaluate 
each week’s required readings. These can be done for any week except for weeks in 
which the student is the discussion leader. 

3. Final exam. A 48 hour take home written exam comprised of a choice of several essay 
questions. The date of the exam will be announced early in the semester. 

   
I will not grant incompletes in this class except as a consequence of extraordinary personal 
circumstances.  Late work will be penalized. 
 
To facilitate learning and group engagement, phones, tablets, laptops, and other electronic 
devices are not permitted in our seminar. You should therefore plan ahead by bringing hard 
copies of the readings if you need them for your reference. If you have a medical condition that 
requires special accommodation for personal electronic devices, please see me at the end of our 
first course meeting. 
 
 
Course Plan (assigned readings with *): 
 
Week 1 (Aug. 24): Introduction: Classics 
 
*Adam Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, Chap. 2, “On the 

Principle Which Gives Occasion to the Division of Labour,” pp. 15-17. 
 
*Jeremy Bentham. 1789/1907. “Of the Principle of Utility.” Chapter 1 of An Introduction to the 

Principles of Morals and Legislation. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
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*Karl Marx. 1845. The German Ideology, Part I:  Feuerbach:  Opposition of the Materialist and 
Idealist Outlook, Section A on “Idealism and Materialism” and Section B on “The Illusion of 
the Epoch.” 

   
*Karl Polanyi. 1944. The Great Transformation (New York: Rinehart & Company), pp. 43-55 

and 130-135. 
 
*Max Weber. 1918. “Politics as a Vocation.” (read pp. 1-10), plus “The Spirit of Capitalism,” 

Chap. 2 of The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.  
 
 
Week 2 (August 31) The Science of Comparative Politics? 
 
*Robert O. Keohane. 2009. “Political Science as a Vocation.” PS: Political Science and Politics, 

42(2), pp. 359-363. 
 
*Adam Przeworski and Henry Teune. 1970. The Logic of Comparative Social Inquiry. New 

York: Wiley-Interscience, pp. 3-39. 
 
*Robert Bates. 1996. “Area Studies and Political Science: Rupture and Possible Synthesis.” 

Africa Today 44(2): 123-131. 
  
*Giovanni Sartori. 1970. “Concept Misformation in Comparative Politics,” American Political 

Science Review 64(4): 1033-1053. 
   
*David Laitin. 2003. “Comparative Politics: The State of the Subdiscipline,” in Helen Milner 

and Ira Katznelson, eds. Political Science: The State of the Discipline. New York: W. W. 
Norton.  

   
*Mark Irving Lichbach. 2009. “Thinking and Working in the Midst of Things: Discovery, 

Explanation, and Evidence in Comparative Politics,” in Mark Irving Lichbach and Alan 
Zuckerman, eds. Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure (Cambridge), pp. 
18-71. 

 
Recommended  
 
Ariel I. Ahram. 2011. “The theory and method of comparative area studies.” Qualitative 

Research 11(1): 69-90. 
 Gabriel A. Almond and Steven J. Genco. 1977. “Clouds, Clocks, and the Study of Politics,” 

World Politics 29(4).  
Carles Boix and Susan Stokes (eds.) 2007. Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. Oxford 

University Press. Chapters of interest.  
Barbara Geddes. 2003. Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory Building and Research Design in 

Comparative Politics. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press. 
Peter J. Katzenstein. 2001. “Area and Regional Studies in the United States.” PS: Political 

Science and Politics 34(4), pp. 789-791. 
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Arend Lijphart. 1971. “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method.” American Political 

Science Review 65(3): 682-693. 
Steven Lukes. 2005. Power: A Radical View. 2nd Edition. London: Palgrave. 
Andrew March. 2009. “What Is Comparative Political Theory?” Review of Politics 71: 531-565. 
Helen V. Milner. 1998. “Rationalizing Politics: The Emerging Synthesis of International, 

American, and Comparative Politics.” International Organization 52, 4, pp. 759–786 
Geraldo Munck and Richard Snyder, eds. 2007. Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative 

Politics. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 
Thomas B. Pepinsky. 2014. “Context and Method in Southeast Asian Politics.” Pacific Affairs 

87(3): 441-461. 
Adam Przeworski. 2007. “Is the Science of Comparative Politics Possible?” In Carles Boix and 

Susan C. Stokes (eds.), Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics. New York: Oxford 
University Press. 

David Szanton, ed. 2004. The Politics of Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 

Diego von Vacano. 2015. “The Scope of Comparative Political Theory.” Annual Review of 
Political Science 18: 465-480. 

 
 
Week 3 (September 7): States and State Formation 
 
*Theda Skocpol. 1979. States and Social Revolutions: A Comparative Analysis of France, 

Russia, and China. New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 3-42   
 
*Michael Mann. 1984. “The autonomous power of the state: its origins, mechanisms and 

results.” European Journal of Sociology 25(2): 185-213. 
 
*Theda Skocpol. 1985. “Bringing the State Back In,” in Peter Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, 

and Theda Skocpol (eds.) Bringing the State Back In. New York: Cambridge University 
Press. 

 
*Charles Tilly. 1992. Coercion, Capital, and European States. Chapters 2, 3, 5, 6.  
   
*Miguel Centeno. 1997. “Blood and Debt: War and Taxation in Nineteenth Century Latin 

America,” American Journal of Sociology 102(6): 1565-1605  
 
*Jeffrey Herbst. 2000. States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and 

Control. New York: Cambridge University Press. Chapters 2, 5.  
 
Recommended  
 
Lisa Anderson. 1986. The State and Social Transformation in Tunisia and Libya 1830-1980.  
Karen Barkey. 1996. Bandits and Bureaucrats.  
Robert H. Bates. 2008. When Things Fall Apart: State Failure in Late-Century Africa.  
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Catherine Boone. 2014. Property and Political Order: Land Rights and the Structure of Conflict 
in Africa. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Fred Block. 1977. “The Ruling Class Does Not Rule: Notes on the Marxist Theory of the State,” 
Socialist Revolution 7: 6-28.  

Valerie Bunce. 1999. Subversive Institutions: The Design and the Destruction of Socialism and 
the State. Cambridge University Press. 

Thomas Ertman. 1997. Birth of the Leviathan: Building States and Regimes in Medieval and 
Early Modern Europe. Cambridge University Press.  

Jack A. Goldstone 1991. Revolution and rebellion in the early modern world. University of 
California Press. 

Anna Grzymala-Busse. 2007. Rebuilding Leviathan: Party Competition and State Exploitation. 
New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Otto Hintze. 1975. “Military Organization and the Organization of the State,” in Feliz Gilbert, 
ed., The Historical Essays of Otto Hintze (Cambridge: Oxford University Press).  

Desmond King and Robert Lieberman. 2009. “Ironies of State Building: A Comparative 
Perspective on the American State.” World Politics 61(3): 547-588.  

Stephen Krasner. 1984. “Approaches to the State: Alternative Conceptions and Historical 
Dynamics,” Comparative Politics 16(2): 223-246.  

Margaret Levi. 1988. Of Rule and Revenue. Berkeley: University of California Press.  
Margaret Levi. 1997. Consent, Dissent, and Patriotism. Cambridge. 
Joel Migdal. 1988. Strong Societies and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State 

Capabilities in the Third World. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  
Joel Migdal, “Researching the State,” in Lichbach and Zuckerman, eds. Comparative Politics.  
Joel Migdal. 2001. The State in Society. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
J.P. Nettl. 1968. “The State as a Conceptual Variable,” World Politics 20(4): 559-592.  
Douglass S. North, John Wallis and Barry R. Weingast. 2009. Violence and Social Orders. 

Cambridge University Press.  
Robert Jackson and Carl Rosberg. 1982. “Why Africa’s Weak States Persist,” World Politics 

35(1): 1-24.  
Gianfranco Poggi. 1990. The State: Its Nature, Development, and Prospects. Stanford University 

Press.  
William Reno. 1997. War, Markets, and the Reconfiguration of West Africa's Weak States. 

Comparative Politics 29 (4):493-510.  
Dan Slater. 2010. Ordering Power: Contentious Politics and Authoritarian Leviathans in 

Southeast Asia. Cambridge University Press.  
Steve Solnick. 1998. Stealing from the State.  
David Stasavage. 2011. States of Credit. Princeton University Press.  
Cameron Thies. 2005. “War, Rivalry, and State Building in Latin American,” American Journal 

of Political Science 49, 3: pp. 451-465. 
Charles Tilly. 1985. “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime,” in Peter Evans, 

Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and Theda Skocpol (eds.) Bringing the State Back In.  
Daniel Ziblatt. 2006. Structuring the State: The Formation of Italy and Germany and the Puzzle 

of Federalism. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  
 
 
Week 4 (September 14): Institutions 
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*Douglass C. North. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. 

Chapters 1-11.  
 
*Peter A. Hall and Rosemary C. R. Taylor. 1996. “Political Science and the Three New 

Institutionalisms.” Political Studies 44: 936-957. 
 
*Randall Calvert. 1995. “Rational Actors, Equilibrium, and Social Institutions.” In Explaining 

Social Institutions, edited by J. Knight and I. Sened. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan. 
 
*Kathleen Thelen. 1999. “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Politics.” Annual Review of 

Political Science 2:69-404  
 
*Paul Pierson. 2000. “Increasing Returns, Path Dependence, and the Study of Politics,” 

American Political Science Review 94(2): 251-267.  
 
*Avner Greif and David D. Laitin. 2004. “A Theory of Endogenous Institutional Change,” 

American Political Science Review 98(4): 633-652.  
 
Recommended 
 
Carles Boix. 1999. “Setting the Rules of the Game: The Choice of Electoral Systems in 

Advanced Democracies.” American Political Science Review 93 (3):609-624.  
Ronald H. Coase. 1960. “The Problem of Social Cost.” Journal of Law and Economics, Vol. 3:1-

44.  
Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier. 1991. Shaping the Political Arena: Critical Junctures, 

Labor Movements, and Regime Dynamics in Latin America. Princeton. 
Gary Cox and Scott Morgenstern. 2001. “Latin America's Reactive Assemblies and Proactive 

Presidents.” Comparative Politics 33 (2). 
Daniel Diermeier and Keith Krehbiel. 2003. “Institutionalism as a Methodology,” Journal of 

Theoretical Politics 15(2): 123-44.  
Barbara Geddes, Politicians Dilemma (University of California Press, 1994), pp. 1-19.  
Avner Greif. 2006. Institutions and the Path to the Modern Economy: Lessons from Medieval 

Trade. Cambridge University Press. 
John Gerring and Strom C. Thacker. 2008. A Centripetal Theory of Democratic Governance. 

Cambridge.  
John D. Huber and Charles Shipan: Deliberate Discretion: The Institutional Foundations of 

Bureaucratic Autonomy (Cambridge University Press, 2002).  
Ira Katznelson and Barry Weingast, eds. 2007. Preferences and Situations: Points of Intersection 

Between Historical and Rational Choice Institutionalism. New York: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Jack Knight. 1992. Institutions and Social Conflict. Cambridge University Press.  
Margaret Levi. 2009. “Reconsideration of Rational Choice in Comparative and Historical 

Analysis,” in Lichbach and Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and 
Structure.  
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Steven Levitsky and Maria Victoria Murillo. 2014. “Building Institutions on Weak Foundations: 
Lessons from Latin America,” in Scott Mainwaring, ed. Reflection on Uneven Democracies: 
The Legacy of Guillermo O’Donnell. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.  

Steven Levitsky and María Victoria Murillo. 2009. “Variation in Institutional Strength.” Annual 
Review of Political Science 12.  

Arend Lijphart. 1999. Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-
Six Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press.  

Arend Lijphart. 2004. “Constitutional Design for Divided Societies,” Journal of Democracy 
15(2).  

James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen. 2010. “A Theory of Gradual Institutional Change,” in 
James Mahoney and Kathleen Thelen, eds. Explaining Institutional Change: Ambiguity, 
Agency, and Power. Cambridge. 

James G. March and Johan P. Olson. 1984. “The New Institutionalism: Organizational Factors in 
Political Life,” American Political Science Review 78(3): 734-49.  

John W. Meyer and Brian Rowan. 1977. “Institutionalized Organizations: Formal Structure as 
Myth and Ceremony,” American Journal of Sociology 83(2): 340-363.s  

Douglass North. 1981. Structure and Change in Economic History. New York: W.W. Norton.  
Douglass North and Barry Weingast. 1989. “Constitutions and commitment: the evolution of 

institutions governing public choice in seventeenth-century England.” The Journal of 
Economic History 49. 

Douglass North. 1990. “A Transaction Cost Theory of Politics.” Journal of Theoretical Politics. 
Elinor Ostrom. 1990. Governing the Commons: The Evolution of Institutions for Collective 

Action. 
Scott Page. 2006. “Path Dependence,” Quarterly Journal of Political Science 1: 87-115. 
Paul Pierson. 2004. Politics in Time: History, Institutions, and Social Analysis. Princeton 

University Press.  
Jonas Pontusson. 1995. “From Comparative Public Policy to Political Economy: Putting Political 

Institutions in Their Place and Taking Interests Seriously,” Comparative Political Studies 
28(1).  

Karen Remmer. 1997. “Theoretical Decay and Theoretical Development: The Resurgence of 
Institutional Analysis,” World Politics 50 (1): 34-61. 

William Riker. 1964. Federalism: Origin, Operation, Significance. Boston, MA: Little Brown.  
William Riker. 1980. “Implications from the Disequilibrium of Majority Rule for the Study of 

Institutions,” American Political Science Review 74(2): 432-446.  
Jonathan Rodden. 2009. “Back to the Future: Endogenous Institutions and Comparative 

Politics,” in Lichbach and Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and 
Structure.  

Thomas C. Schelling. 1978. Micromotives and Macrobehavior. New York: Norton.  
Kenneth Shepsle. 1986. “Institutional Equilibrium and Equilibrium Institutions,” in H. 

Weisenberg (ed), Political Science: The Science of Politics. Agathon Press.  
Kenneth Shepsle. 1989. “Studying Institutions: Some Lessons from the Rational Choice 

Approach,” Journal of Theoretical Politics 1, 2 (April: 131-147.  
Kenneth Shepsle, and Barry R. Weingast. 1994. “Positive Theories of Congressional 

Institutions,” Legislative Studies Quarterly 19: 149-80.  
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Wolfgang Streeck and Kathleen Thelen. 2005. Introduction: Institutional Change in Advanced 
Political Economies. In Beyond Continuity: Institutional Change in Advanced Political 
Economies, edited by W. Streeck and K. Thelen. New York: Oxford University Press.  

Sven Steinmo, Kathleen Thelen, and Frank Longstreth (eds.) 1992. Structuring Politics: 
Historical Institutionalism in Comparative Analysis. New York: Cambridge University Press.  

Daniel Treisman. 2007. The Architecture of Government: Rethinking Political Decentralization.  
George Tsebelis. 1995. “Decision Making in Political Systems: Veto Players in Presidentialism, 

Parliamentarism, Multicameralism and Multipartyism.” British Journal of Political Science 
25.  

Barry M. Weingast. 1995. “The Economic Role of Political Institutions: Market-Preserving 
Federalism and Economic Development,” Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization 
11(1): 1-31.  

George Tsebelis. 2002. Veto Players: How Institutions Work. Princeton: Princeton University 
Press.  

Barry Weingast. 2002. “Rational Choice Institutionalism.” In Political Science: State of the 
Discipline, edited by I. Katznelson and H. Milner. New York: Norton.  

Oliver E. Williamson. 2002. “The Theory of the Firm as Governance Structure: From Choice to 
Contract.” Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 16, No. 3: pp. 171-195.  

 
 
Week 5 (September 21): Regimes I: Concepts 
 
*Robert Dahl. 1972. Polyarchy: Participation and Opposition. New Haven: Yale University 

Press, pp. 1-16.  
 
*Adam Przeworski. 1999. “Minimalist conception of democracy: a defense.” In Democracy’s 

Value, ed. Ian Shapiro and Casiano Hacker-Cordon. New York: Cambridge University Press, 
pp. 23-55. 

 
*Philippe C. Schmitter and Terry Lynn Karl. 1991. “What Democracy Is…And Is Not.” Journal 

of Democracy 2(3): 3-16. 
 
*Barbara Geddes. 1999. “What Do We Know about Democratization After Twenty Years?” 

Annual Review of Political Science 2, 115-144. 
   
*Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair Smith, Randolph M. Siverson, and James D. Morrow. 2003. 

The Logic of Political Survival. Cambridge: The MIT Press, pp. 3-76. 
 
*Guillermo A. O’Donnell. 1973. Modernization and Bureaucratic Authoritarianism: Studies in 

South American Politics. Berkeley: Institute for International Studies, pp. 1-8 & 51-91.  
   
*Jeffrey Winters. 2011. Oligarchy. New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-39. 
   
Recommended 
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Valerie J. Bunce. 1980. “The Succession Connection: Policy Cycles and Political Change in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe,” American Political Science Review 74(4): 966-977. 

H. E. Chehabi and Juan J. Linz (eds.). 1998. Sultanistic Regimes. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press. 

David Collier, ed. 1979. The New Authoritarianism in Latin America. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press. 

Robert Dahl. 1956. A Preface to Democratic Theory. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Robert Dahl. 1989. Democracy and its Critics. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
James Fearon. 2011. “Self-enforcing Democracy,” Quarterly Journal of Economics. 126 (4): 

1661-1708. 
Carl J. Friedrich and Zbigniew Brzezinski. 1956. Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
Barbara Geddes. 2003. Paradigms and Sand Castles: Theory-Building and Research Design in 

Comparative Politics. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press.  
Guy Hermet, Alain Rouquié, and Richard Rose. 1978. Elections without Choice. New York: 

Wiley. 
Pierre F. Landry. 2008. Decentralized Authoritarianism in China: The Communist Party’s 

Control of Local Elites in the Post-Mao Era. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
Juan J. Linz. 2000. Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes. Boulder: Lynne Reiner.  
Andrew Mertha. 2009. “‘Fragmented Authoritarianism 2.0: Political Pluralization of the Chinese 

Policy Process,” China Quarterly 200: 1-18 
Mancur Olson. 1993. “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development,” American Political Science 

Review 87(3): 567-576. 
Thomas Pepinsky. 2014. “The Institutional Turn in Comparative Authoritarianism.” British 

Journal of Political Science. 
Andreas Schedler. 2002. “The Menu of Manipulation,” Journal of Democracy 13(2): 36-50. 
Dan Slater. 2013. “Democratic Careening.” World Politics. 
Alfred C. Stepan. 1988. Rethinking Military Politics: Brazil and the Southern Cone. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press. 
Kellee Tsai. 2006. “Adaptive Informal Institutions and Endogenous Institutional Change in 

China,” World Politics 59(1): 116-141.  
Lucan A. Way. 2005. “Authoritarian Statebuilding and the Sources of Regime Competitiveness 

in the Fourth Wave: The Cases of Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine,” World Politics 
57(2): 231-261. 

Ronald Wintrobe. 1998. The Political Economy of Dictatorship. New York: Cambridge 
University Press. 

 
 
Week 6 (September 28): Regimes II: Origins  
 
*Ben W. Ansell and David J. Samuels. Inequality and Democratization: An Elite-Competition 

Approach. Cambridge University Press. Ch. 1-5. 
 
*Sheri Berman. 1997. “Civil Society and the Collapse of the Weimar Republic,” World Politics 

49 (3): 401-439.  
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*Carles Boix and Susan Stokes. 2003. “Endogenous Democratization,” World Politics 55(4).  
 
*Barrington Moore. 1966. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy. Boston: Beacon Press, 

pp. 413-432   
 
*Gregory M. Luebbert. 1987. “Social Foundations of Political Order in Interwar Europe,” World 

Politics 39(4): 449-478.  
 
*Elisabeth Jean Wood. 2000. Forging Democracy from Below: Insurgent Transitions in South 

Africa and El Salvador. New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 3-25, 197-218. 
 
Recommended 
 
Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, James A. Robinson, and Pierre Yared. 2008. “Income and 

Democracy,” American Economic Review 98(3): 808-42. 
Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson. 2000. “Why did the West Extend the Franchise? 

Democracy, Inequality, and Growth in Historical Perspective,” Quarterly Journal of 
Economics 115(4), 1167-1199. 

Carles Boix. 2003. Democracy and Redistribution. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
Kirk Bowman, Fabrice Lehoucq, and James Mahoney. 2005. “Measuring Political Democracy: 

Case Expertise, Data Adequacy, and Central America,” Comparative Political Studies 38(8). 
Bratton, Michael and Nicolas van de Walle. 1997. Democratic Experiments in Africa New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 
Ruth Berins Collier. 1999. Paths Towards Democracy: The Working Class and Elites in Western 

Europe and South America. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
Jason Brownlee. 2007. “Hereditary Succession in Modern Autocracies,” World Politics 59(4): 

595-628. 
Ralf Dahrendorf. 1990. Reflections on the Revolution in Europe. New York: Times Books. 
Jennifer Gandhi and Adam Przeworski. 2006. “Cooperation, Cooptation, and Rebellion under 

Dictatorships,” Economics and Politics 18(1):1-26.  
M. Steven Fish. 2002. “Islam and Authoritarianism,” World Politics 55(1): 4-37.  
Amaney Jamal. 2007. Barriers to Democracy:  The Other Side of Social Capital in Palestine and 

the Arab World. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Seymour Martin Lipset. 1959. “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development 

and Political Legitimacy,” American Political Science Review 53(1): 69-105. 
Seymour Martin Lipset. 1960. Political Man: The Social Bases of Politics. Garden City, NY: 

Doubleday, chapter 2. 
John B. Londregan and Keith T. Poole. 1996. “Does High Income Promote Democracy?” World 

Politics 49(1): 1-30.  
Gregory Luebbert. 1991. Liberalism, Fascism, and Social Democracy: Social Classes and the 

Political Origins of Regimes in Interwar Europe. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Timur Kuran. 1991. “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the Eastern European 

Revolutions of 1989,” World Politics 44(1): 7-48. 
Scott Mainwaring and Aníbal Pérez-Liñán. 2003. “Level of Development and Democracy: Latin 

American Exceptionalism,” Comparative Political Studies 36(9): 1031-1067. 
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Gerardo L. Munck and Richard Snyder, Passion, Craft, and Method in Comparative Politics. 
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. O’Donnell and Schmitter interviews. 

Elisabeth Jean Wood. 2001. “An Insurgent Path to Democracy: Popular Mobilization, Economic 
Interests and Regime Transition in South Africa and El Salvador,” Comparative Political 
Studies 34(8): 862-888.  

Daniel Ziblatt. 2006. “How Did Europe Democratize?” World Politics 58(2): 311-38.  
 
 
Week 7 (October 5): Regimes III: Survival and Transitions 
 
*Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way. 2010. Competitive Authoritarianism: Hybrid Regimes after 

the Cold War. Ch. 1 & 2 plus 3 or 4 and 5, 6, or 7.  
 
*Guillermo O’Donnell and Philippe Schmitter. 1986. Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: 

Tentative Conclusions about Uncertain Democracies. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, pp. 3-36. 

 
*Eva Bellin. 2012. “Reconsidering the Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: 

Lessons from the Arab Spring,” Comparative Politics 44(2): 127-149. 
 
*Valerie Bunce and Sharon Wolchik. 2010. “Defeating Dictators: Electoral Change and Stability 

in Competitive Authoritarian Regimes,” World Politics 62(1): 43-86. 
 
*Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson. 2001. “A Theory of Political Transitions,” American 

Economic Review 91(4): 938-963. 
 
*Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman. 2012. “Inequality and Regime Change: Democratic 

Transitions and the Stability of Democratic Rule,” American Political Science Review 106, 3. 
 
*Barbara Geddes, Joseph Wright, and Erica Frantz. 2014. “Autocratic Breakdown and Regime 

Transitions: A New Data Set.” Perspectives on Politics 12(2): 313-331. 
 
Recommended 
 
Eva Bellin. 2004. “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in 

Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics 36(2): 139-157. 
Nancy Bermeo. 2003. Ordinary People in Extraordinary Times: The Citizenry and the 

Breakdown of Democracy. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Michael Bratton and Nicolas van de Walle. 1994. “Neopatrimonial Regimes and Political 

Transitions in Africa,” World Politics 46(4): 453-489. 
Valerie Bunce. 2000. “Comparative Democratization: Big and Bounded Generalizations.” 

Comparative Political Studies, 33, no. 6-7, pp. 703-734. 
Valerie Bunce. 2003. “Rethinking Recent Democratization: Lessons from the Postcommunist 

Experience.” World Politics, 55: 167-192. 
Valerie J. Bunce, Michael McFaul, and Kathryn Stoner-Weiss, eds. 2010. Democracy and 

Authoritarianism in the Postcommunist World. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
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Jose Antonio Cheibub and Fernando Limongi. 2002. “Democratic Institutions and Regime 
Survival: Parliamentary and Presidential Democracies Reconsidered,” Annual Review of 
Political Science. 

M. Stephen Fish. 2005. Democracy Derailed in Russia: The Failure of Open Politics. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Mary E. Gallagher. 2002. “‘Reform and Openness’: Why China’s Economic Reforms Have 
Delayed Democracy,” World Politics 54(3): 338-372.  

Jennifer Gandhi and Adam Przeworski. 2007. “Authoritarian Institutions and the Survival of 
Autocrats,” Comparative Political Studies 40(11): 1279-1301.  

Kenneth Greene. 2007. Why Dominant Parties Lose: Mexico’s Democratization in Comparative 
Perspective. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman. 1995. The Political Economy of Democratic 
Transitions. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  

Jeffrey S. Kopstein and David A. Reilly. 2000. “Geographic Diffusion and the Transformation of 
the Postcommunist World,” World Politics 53(1): 1-37.  

Juan J. Linz. 1990. “The Perils of Presidentialism,” Journal of Democracy 1(1): 51-69. 
Juan J. Linz. 1998. The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes: Crisis, Breakdown, and 

Reequilibration.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, pp. 1-49. 
Beatriz Magaloni. 2006. Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and Its Demise in 

Mexico. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
James Mahoney and Richard Snyder. 1999. “Rethinking Agency and Structure in the Study of 

Regime Change,” Studies in Comparative International Development 34(2): 3-32. 
Thomas Pepinsky. 2009. Economic Crises and the Breakdown of Authoritarian Regimes. 

Cambridge University Press. 
Karen Remmer. 1991. “New Wine or Old Bottlenecks? The Study of Latin American 

Democracy,” Comparative Politics 23(4): 479-495. 
Dankwart Rustow. 1970. “Transitions to Democracy: Toward a Dynamic Model,” Comparative 

Politics 2(3): 337-364. 
Dan Slater. 2009. “Revolutions, Crackdowns, and Quiescence: Communal Elites and Democratic 

Mobilization in Southeast Asia,” American Journal of Sociology 115(1): 203-54. 
Benjamin Smith. 2005. “Life of the Party: The Origins of Regime Breakdown and Persistence 

under Single-Party Rule,” World Politics 57(3): 421-451.  
Richard Snyder. 1998. “Paths out of Sultanistic Regimes,” in H.E. Chehabi and Juan J. Linz 

(eds.) Sultanistic Regimes. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 49-81.  
Jeremy Wallace. 2014. Cities and Stability: Urbanization, Redistribution, and Regime Survival 

in China. New York: Oxford University Press. 
Daniel Ziblatt. 2008. “Does Landholding Inequality Block Democratization? A Test of the Bread 

and Democracy Thesis and the Case of Prussia,” World Politics 60(4): 610-641.  
 
 
Week 8 (October 12): Political Economy of Development 
 
*Charles Jones. 2001. Introduction To Economic Growth, 2nd Edition. New York: W.W. Norton 

and Company, Ch. 2.  
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*Douglass C. North. 1990. Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance. 
Chapters 12-14.  

 
*Fernando Henrique Cardoso and Enzo Faletto. 1979. Dependency and Development in Latin 

America. Berkeley: University of California Press, preface and pp. 1-28. 
 
*Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. 2001. “The Colonial Origins of 

Comparative Development: An Empirical Investigation,” American Economic Review 91(5): 
1369-1401. 

 
*Robert H. Bates. 1981. Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis of 

Agricultural Policies. Berkeley: University of California Press, pp. 1-29.  
   
*Peter J. Evans. 1995. Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, pp. 3-73. 
 
*Nicolas van de Walle. 2001. African Economies and the Politics of Permanent Crisis, 1979-

1999. New York: Cambridge University Press. (Read the Introduction, Chapters 1-3, and the 
Conclusion, plus chapter 4, 5, or 6.)  

 
*Robert Wade. 1990. Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in 

East Asia Industrialization. Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 3-33. 
 
 
Recommended 
 
Daron Acemoglu. 2009. Introduction to Modern Economic Growth. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press. 
Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson. 2002. “Reversal of Fortune: 

Geography and Institutions In The Making Of The Modern World Income Distribution,” 
Quarterly Journal of Economics 117(4): 1231-129. 

Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson and James Robinson. 2003. “Disease and Development in 
Historical Perspective,” Journal of the European Economic Association 1(2): 397-405.  

Alberto Alesina and Dani Rodrik. 1994. “Distributive Politics and Economic Growth,” Quarterly 
Journal of Economics 109(2): 465-490. 

Gabriel Almond and James Coleman. (eds.). 1960. The Politics of the Developing Areas. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Alice Amsden. 2001. The Rise of “The Rest”: Challenges to the West from Late-Industrializing 
Economies. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Robert Barro. 1997. Determinants of Economic Growth: A Cross-Country Empirical Study. 
Cambridge: The MIT Press. 

Robert H. Bates, ed. 1988. Towards a Political Economy of Development: A Rational Choice 
Perspective. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Lisa Blaydes and Eric Chaney. 2013. “The Feudal Revolution and Europe's Rise: Political 
Divergence of the Christian West and the Muslim World before 1500 CE.” American 
Political Science Review 107(1): 16-34. 
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Kiren Aziz Chaudhry. 1993. “The Myths of the Market and the Common History of Late 
Developers,” Politics and Society 21(3): 245-74. 

Committee on Comparative Politics, Social Science Research Council, Studies in Political 
Development, 9 vols. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Karl Deutsch. 1961. “Social Mobilization and Political Development,” American Political 
Science Review 55(3): 493-514. 

Peter J. Evans. 1979. Dependent Development: The Alliance of Multinational, State, and Local 
Capital in Brazil. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Gustavo Flores-Macias. 2012. After Neoliberalism? The Left and Economic Reforms in Latin 
America. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Alexander Gerschenkron. 1962. Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective. New York: 
Harvard University Press.  

Stephan Haggard. 1990. Pathways from the Periphery: The Politics of Growth in the Newly 
Industrializing Countries. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.  

Friedrich von Hayek. 1944. The Road to Serfdom. Chicago: University of Chicago Press 
Joel Hellman. 1998. “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist 

Transitions,” World Politics 50(2): 203-234. 
Albert O. Hirschman. 1963. Journeys Toward Progress: Studies of Economic Policy-Making in 

Latin America. New York: Greenwood Press. 
Samuel Huntington. 1968. Political Order in Changing Societies. New Haven: Yale University 

Press. 
Samuel P. Huntington and Joan M. Nelson. 1976. No Easy Choice: Political Participation in 

Developing Countries. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel. 2005. Modernization, Cultural Change, and Democracy: 

The Human Development Sequence. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Alex Inkeles. 1966. “The Modernization of Man,” in Myron Weiner, ed. Modernization: The 

Dynamics of Growth. New York: Basic Books, pp. 138-150.  
Atul Kohli. 2004. State-Directed Development. New York: Cambridge University Press.  
Anne Krueger. 1990. “Government Failures in Development,” Journal of Economic Perspectives 

4(3): 9-25. 
Simon Kuznets. 1971. Economic Growth of Nations: Total Output and Production Structure. 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
James Mahoney. 2010. Colonialism and Postcolonial Development:  Spanish America in 

Comparative Perspective. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Andrew Mertha. 2005. The Politics of Piracy: Intellectual Property in Contemporary China. 

Ithaca, Cornell University Press. 
Adam Przeworski, Michael Alvarez, José Antonio Cheibub, and Fernando Limongi. 2000. 

Democracy and Development: Political Institutions and Well-Being in the World, 1950-1990. 
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000). 

James A. Robinson. 1998. “Theories of ‘Bad Policy’.” Journal of Economic Policy Reform 2(1). 
Dani Rodrik. 1996. “Understanding Economic Policy Reform,” Journal of Economic Literature 

34(1): 9-41.  
Dani Rodrik, Arvind Subramanian, and Francesco Trebbi. 2004. “Institutions Rule: The Primacy 

of Institutions Over Geography and Integration in Economic Development,” Journal of 
Economic Growth 9(2): 131-158.  
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Paul M. Romer. 1994. “The Origins of Endogenous Growth.” Journal of Economic Perspectives 
8(1): 3-22. 

W.W. Rostow. 1960. The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto. 
Cambridge. 

Jeffrey Sachs. 2001. “Tropical Underdevelopment,” NBER Working Paper. 
James C. Scott. 1998. Seeing Like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human 

Condition Have Failed. New Haven: Yale University Press.  
Mitchell A. Seligson and John T. Passe-Smith, eds. 1993. Development and Underdevelopment: 

The Political Economy of Inequality. Boulder: L. Rienner Press. 
Robert M. Solow. 1956. “A Contribution to the Theory of Economic Growth,” Quarterly 

Journal of Economics, Vol. 70(1): 65-94. 
J. Samuel Valenzuela and Arturo Valenzuela. 1978. “Modernization and Dependency: 

Alternative Perspectives in the Study of Latin American Underdevelopment,” Comparative 
Politics 10(4): 535-552.  

Meredith Woo-Cumings (ed.). 1999. The Developmental State. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
 
 
Week 9 (October 19): Social Movements, Collective Action, and Contentious Politics 
 
*Mancur Olson. 1965. The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press, pp. 5-22, 33-52. 
 
*Sidney Tarrow. 2011. Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics. pp. 1-

56 and 95-214.  
 
*Doug McAdam, Sidney Tarrow, and Charles Tilly. 2001. The Dynamics of Contention. New 

York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 3-71. 
 
*James Scott. 1985. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance. New Haven: 

Yale University Press, pp. 1-47. 
 
*Timur Kuran. 1991. “Now out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European 

Revolution of 1989,” World Politics 44 (1):7-48.  
 
*Kenneth Roberts. 2006. “Populist Mobilization, Socio-Political Conflict, and Grass-Roots 

Organization in Latin America,” Comparative Politics 38(2): 127-148. 
 
*Wendy Pearlman. 2013. “Emotions and the Microfoundations of the Arab Uprisings,” 

Perspectives on Politics 11(2): 387-409. 
 
Recommended 
 
Lisa Baldez. 2002. Why Women Protest: Women’s Movements in Chile. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Suzanne Berger, ed. 1981. Organizing Interests in Western Europe. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 
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Ruth Berins Collier and David Collier. 1979. “Inducements versus Constraints: Disaggregating 
Corporatism,” American Political Science Review 73(4): 967-986. 

Grzegorz Ekiert. 1996. The State Against Society: Political Crises and their Aftermath in East 
Central Europe. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  

Grzegorz Ekiert and Jan Kubik. 1999. Rebellious Civil Society. Ann Arbor: University of 
Michigan Press. 

Jon Elster. 1989. The Cement of Society: A Study of Social Order. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1989. 

Rebecca Kolins Givan, Kenneth M. Roberts and Sarah A. Soule, eds. 2010. The Diffusion of 
Social Movements. New York, Cambridge University Press. 

Albert O. Hirschman. 1970. Exit, Voice and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms, 
Organizations, and States. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Marc Morje Howard. 2002. The Weakness of Civil Society in Postcommunist Europe New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Craig J. Jenkins. 1983. “Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements,” 
Annual Review of Sociology 9: 527-553.  

Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink. 1997. Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in 
International Politics. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

Herbert Kitschelt. 1986. “Political Opportunity Structures and Political Protest,” British Journal 
of Political Science 16(1): 57-85.  

William Kornhauser. 1959. The Politics of Mass Society New York: Free Press.  
Anirudh Krishna. 2002. Active Social Capital: Tracing the Roots of Development and 

Democracy. New York: Columbia University Press. 
Michael Lipsky. 1968. “Protest as a Political Resource,” American Political Science Review 62 

(4): 1114-1158  
Andrew T. Little. 2016. “Communication Technology and Protest.” Journal of Politics, Vol. 78, 

No 1, 152-166. 
Doug McAdam. 1999. Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, 1930-1970. 

Second edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Doug McAdam, John D. McCarthy, and Mayer N. Zald (eds.). 1996. Comparative Perspectives 

on Social Movements: Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Structures, and Cultural 
Framings. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

John McCarthy and Mayer Zald. 1977. “Resource Mobilization and Social Movements: a Partial 
Theory,” American Journal of Sociology 82(6): 1212-41.  

Kevin O’Brien. 1996. “Rightful Resistance,” World Politics 49(1): 31-55. 
Elizabeth Perry. 1995. Shanghai on Strike: The Politics of Chinese Labor. Stanford: Stanford 

University Press. 
Robert Putnam. 1995. “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital,” Journal of 

Democracy 6(1): 65-78. 
Thomas C. Schelling. 1978. Micromotives and Macrobehavior. New York: Norton. 
Kay Schlozman, Sidney Verba, and Henry Brady. 1999. “Civic Participation and the Equality 

Problem,” in Morris Fiorina and Theda Skocpol, eds, Civic Engagement in American 
Democracy. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, pp. 427-460. 

Philippe C. Schmitter. 1974. “Still the Century of Corporatism?” Review of Politics 36(1). 
James Scott. 1977. “Peasant Revolution: a Dismal Science.” Comparative Politics 9(2): 231-248. 
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Theda Skocpol, Marshall Ganz, and Ziad Munson. 2000. “A Nation of Organizers: the 
Institutional Origins of Civic Voluntarism in the United States,” American Political Science 
Review 94(3): 527-546.  

Theda Skocpol and Jeff Goodwin. 1989. “Explaining Revolutions in the Contemporary Third 
World,” Politics and Society 17(4): 489-509. 

Charles Tilly. 2004. Contention and Democracy in Europe, 1650-2000. New York: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Carrie Rosefsky Wickham. 2002. Mobilizing Islam:  Religion, Activism, and Political Change in 
Egypt. New York: Columbia University Press. 

Sidney Verba, Norman Nie, and Jae-on Kim. 1987. Participation and Political Equality: A Seven 
Nation Comparison. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 
 
Week 10 (October 26): Identity 
   
*Ernest Gellner. 1983. Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 1-7 and 39-62.  
 
*Benedict Anderson. 1983. Imagined Communities. London: Verso, pp. 1-7 and 141-154.  
 
*Contributions by Karen Beckwith, Teri Caraway, Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer, Aili Mari Tripp, 

Lisa Baldez, and Georgina Waylen to “A Comparative Politics of Gender,” Perspectives on 
Politics 8(1): 159-231. 

 
*Daniel Posner. 2004. “The Political Salience of Cultural Difference: Why Chewas and 

Tumbukas are Allies in Zambia and Adversaries in Malawi,” American Political Science 
Review 98(4): 529-545.  

   
*Keith Darden and Anna Grzymala-Busse. 2006. “The Great Divide: Literacy, Nationalism and 

the Communist Collapse,” World Politics. 59: 1, 83-115.  
 
*Rawi Abdelal, Yoshiko M. Herrera, Alastair Iain Johnston, and Rose McDermott. 2006. 

“Identity as a Variable,” Perspectives on Politics 4(4).  
 
*James Habyarimana, Macartan Humphreys, Daniel Posner, and Jeremy Weinstein. 2007. “Why 

Does Ethnic Diversity Undermine Public Goods Provision?” American Political Science 
Review. 

 
*Claire Adida, David Laitin, and Marie-Anne Valfort. 2010. “Identifying barriers to Muslim 

integration in France.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Science 107(52) 22384-
22390. 

 
Recommended 
 
G. Akerlof and R. Kranton. 2000. “Economics and Identity,” Quarterly Journal of Economics  
Alberto Alesina, R. Baqir, and W. Easterly. 1999. “Public Goods and Ethnic Divisions,” 

Quarterly Journal of Economics. 114(4):1243-84. 
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Leonardo R. Arriola. 2012. Multi-Ethnic Coalitions in Africa: Business Financing of Opposition 
Election Campaigns. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Rogers Brubaker. 1992. Citizenship and Nationhood in France and Germany. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 

Rogers Brubaker. 2002. “Ethnicity without Groups.” Archives européennes de sociologie XLIII, 
2: 163-189. 

Rogers Brubaker and Fredrick Cooper. “Beyond 'Identity.'“ Theory and Society 29(1): 1-47 
Kanchan Chandra, “Making Causal Claims about the Effect of ‘Ethnicity,’” in Lichbach and 

Zuckerman, Comparative Politics: Rationality, Culture, and Structure.  
Kanchan Chandra. 2006. “What is Ethnic Identity and Does It Matter?” Annual Review of 

Political Science 9: 397-424.  
Rafaela Dancygier. 2010. Immigration and Conflict in Europe. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Karl Deutsch. 1953. Nationalism and Social Communication: An Inquiry into the Foundations of 

Nationality New York: Wiley.  
Clifford Geertz. 1963. “The integrative revolution: primordial sentiments and politics in the new 

states,” in Clifford Geertz (ed) Old societies and new states: the quest for modernity in Asia 
and Africa. New York:: The Free Press of Glencoe. 

Clifford Geertz. 1973. The Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books. pp. 255-310.  
Anthony Gill. 2001. “Religion and Comparative Politics.” Annual Review of Political Science 4: 

117-38. 
Avner Greif. 1994. “Cultural Beliefs and the Organization of Society: A Historical and 

Theoretical Reflection on Collectivist and Individualist Societies,” Journal of Political 
Economy 102(2).  

J. Habyarimana, M. Humphreys, D. Posner, and J. Weinstein. 2011. Co-ethnicity. Russell Sage.  
Henry Hale. 2004. “Explaining Ethnicity.” Comparative Political Studies. 37.4: 458- 485.  
Ange-Marie Hancock. 2007. “When Multiplication Doesn’t Equal Quick Addition: Examining 

Intersectionality as a Research Paradigm.” Perspectives on Politics 5(1), 63-69  
Mala Htun. 2004. “Is Gender like Ethnicity? The Political Representation of Identity Groups.” 

Perspectives on Politics 2(3): 439-458. 
Mala Htun. 2016. Inclusion without Representation in Latin America: Gender Quotas and Ethnic 

Reservations. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger. 1983. The Invention of Tradition. New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 
Eric Hobsbawm. 1991. Nations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme, Myth, Reality. 
Laurence R. Iannaccone. 1998. “The Economics of Religion: A Survey of Recent Work.” 

Journal of Economic Literature 36: 1465-1496. 
 Alexander Kuo and Yotam Margait. 2012. “Measuring Identity: Experimental Evidence” 

Comparative Politics 44(4): 459-480. 
David D. Laitin. 1986. Hegemony and Culture: Politics and Religious Change among the 

Yoruba.  
David D. Laitin. 1998. Identity in Formation: The Russian-Speaking Populations in the Near 

Abroad.  
Arend Lijphart. 1977. Democracy in Plural Societies. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Anthony Marx. 1998. Making Race and Nation: A Comparison of the United States, South 

Africa, and Brazil. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
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Thomas Pepinsky, R. William Liddle, and Saiful Mujani. 2012. “Testing Islam’s Political 
Advantage: Evidence from Indonesia.” American Journal of Political Science 56(3): 584-600 

Daniel Posner. 2005. Institutions and Ethnic Politics in Africa. Cambridge.  
Ronald Rogowski. 1990. Commerce and Coalitions. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Joel Sawat Selway. 2011. “The Measurement of Cross-cutting Cleavages and Other 

Multidimensional Cleavage Structures”  Political Analysis 19(1): 48-65. 
Anthony Smith. 1986. The Ethnic Origins of Nations. New York: Basil Blackwell. 
Rogers Smith and Desmond King. 2005. “Racial Orders in American Political Development,” 

American Political Science Review 99: 75-92. 
Ronald Suny. 1993. Revenge of the Past. Stanford University Press.  
E.P. Thompson. 1963. The Making of the English Working Class. London: V. Gollancz. 
Eugen Weber. 1976. Peasants into Frenchmen. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 
William L. Yancey, Eugene P. Ericksen and Richard N. Juliani. 1976. “Emergent Ethnicity: A 

Review and Reformulation,” American Sociological Review 41(3): 391-403. 
Dvora Yanow. 2003. Constructing “Race” and “Ethnicity” in America: Category-making in 

Public Policy and Administration. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe. 
Deborah Yashar. 1999. “Democracy, Indigenous Movements, and the Postliberal Challenge in 

Latin America,” World Politics 52(1).  
 
 
Week 11 (November 2): Civil War and Violence 
 
*James Fearon and David Laitin. 1996. “Explaining Interethnic Cooperation,” American 

Political Science Review 90(4): 715-735. 
 
*James Fearon and David Laitin. 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War,” American 

Political Science Review 97(1): 75-90.  
 
*Elisabeth Jean Wood. 2003. Insurgent Collective Action and Civil War in El Salvador, Ch. 1, 2, 

4, 7, 8.  
 
*Stathis Kalyvas. 2006. The Logic of Violence in Civil War. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, pp. 1-31.  
   
*Steven Wilkinson. 2004. Votes and Violence: Electoral Competition and Ethnic Riots in India. 

Ch. 1, 2, 5, 6. 
 
*Paul Staniland. 2014. Networks of Rebellion: Explaining Insurgent Cohesion and Collapse. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, pp. 1-34.  
 
*Jason Lyall. 2010. “Are Coethnics More Effective Counterinsurgents? Evidence from the 

Second Chechen War.” American Political Science Review 104(1): 1-20. 
 
Recommended 
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Severine Autesserre. 2010. The Trouble with the Congo: Local Violence and the Failure of 
International Peace Building. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 Eli Berman, Joseph H. Felter, and Jacob Shapiro. 2011. “Can Hearts and Minds be Bought? The 
Economics of Counterinsurgency in Iraq.” Journal of Political Economy 119, 766-819.  

Christopher Blattman and Jeannie Annan. 2009. “From Violence to Voting: War and Political 
Participation in Uganda.” American Political Science Review 103(2), 231-247. 

Christopher Blattman and Edward Miguel. 2010. “Civil War,” Journal of Economic Literature 
48(1): 3–57.  

Paul Brass. 1997. Theft of an Idol. Princeton University Press. 
Marshall Burke, Edward Miguel, Shanker Satyanath, John Dykemae, and David Lobell. 2009. 

“Warming Increases the Risk of Civil War in Africa,” Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences 106 (49): 20670-20674. 

Lars-Erik Cederman, Nils B. Weidmann, and Kristian.S. Gleditsch. 2011. “Horizontal 
Inequalities and Ethnonationalist Civil War: A Global Comparison,” American Political 
Science Review 105(3): 478-495.  

Dara Kay Cohen. 2016. Rape During Civil War. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. “Greed and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford Economic 

Papers 56: 563-595. 
Christian Davenport. 2007. State Repression and the Domestic Democratic Peace. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 
Michael W. Doyle and Nicholas Sambanis. 2006. Making War and Building Peace: United 

Nations Peace Operations. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Ernst Fehr and Simon Gachter. 2002. “Altruistic Punishment in Humans.” Nature 415, 137-140. 
Virginia Page Fortna and Lise Morjé Howard. 2008. “Pitfalls and Prospects in the Peacekeeping 

Literature.” Annual Review of Political Science 11, 283-301. 
Ted R. Gurr. 1974. Why Men Rebel. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
Ron Hassner. 2003. “To Halve and to Hold: Conflicts over Sacred Space and the Problem of 

Indivisibility,” Security Studies 12(4): 1-33. 
Donald Horowitz. 2000. Ethnic Groups in Conflict. Berkeley: University of California Press.  
Macartan Humphreys and Jeremy Weinstein, 2008. “Who Fights? The Determinants of 

Participation in Civil War” American Journal of Political Science. Vol. 5, No.2: 436-455.  
Saumitra Jha. 2013. “Trade, Institutions and Ethnic Tolerance: Evidence from South Asia.” 

American Political Science Review, Vol. 107, No. 4, pp. 806-832. 
Stathis Kalyvas. 2001. “‘New’ and ‘Old’ Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction?” World Politics 54:1, 

99-118. 
Stathis Kalyvas. 2003. “The Ontology of “Political Violence:” Action and Identity in Civil 

Wars.” Perspectives on Politics 1:3, 475-494. 
Matthew Adam Kocher, Thomas Pepinsky, and Stathis N. Kalyvas. 2011. “Aerial Bombing and 

Counterinsurgency in the Vietnam War.” American Journal of Political Science 55, no. 2, 
201–218. 

Mark I. Lichbach. 1994. “What makes Rational Peasants Revolutionary? Dilemma, Paradox, and 
Irony in Peasant Collective Action.” World Politics 46(3), 383-418.   

Edward Miguel, Shanker Satyanath and Ernest Sergenti. 2004. “Economic Shocks and Civil 
Conflict: An Instrumental Variables Approach.” Journal of Political Economy 112(4): 725-
753. 

John Mueller. 2000. “The Banality of Ethnic War,” International Security 25(1), 42-70. 
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Roger Petersen. 2001. Resistance and Rebellion: Lessons from Eastern Europe. New York: 
Cambridge University Press. 

Samuel Popkin. 1979. The Rational Peasant. Berkeley: University of California Press.  
Barry R. Posen 1993. “The Security Dilemma and Ethnic Conflict,” Survival 35(1): 27-47. 
Michael Ross (2004) “How Does Natural Resource Wealth Influence Civil Wars? Evidence from 

Thirteen Cases,” International Organization 58. 
Nicholas Sambanis. 2000. “Partition as a Solution to Ethnic War: An Empirical Critique of the 

Theoretical Literature.” World Politics 52: 437-483. 
James Scott. 1976. The Moral Economy of the Peasant: Rebellion and Subsistence in Southeast 

Asia. Yale University Press. 
David A. Siegel and Jacob Shapiro. 2012. “Moral Hazard, Discipline, and the Management of 

Terrorist Organizations.” World Politics 64, 39-78. 
Maria J. Stephan and Erica Chenoweth. 2008. “Why Civil Resistance Works: The Strategic 

Logic of Nonviolence Conflict.” International Security 33(1): 7-44. 
Scott Straus. 2006. The Order of Genocide: Race, Power, and War in Rwanda. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press. 
Charles Tilly. 2003. The Politics of Collective Violence. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Benjamin Valentino. 2014. “Why We Kill: The Political Science of Political Violence against 

Civilians,” Annual Review of Political Science 17: 89-103. 
Ashutosh Varshney. 2001. Ethnic Conflict and Civil Life: Hindus and Muslims in India. New 

Haven: Yale University Press. 
Barbara Walter. 2002. Committing to Peace: The Successful Settlement of Civil Wars. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press. 
Leonard Wantchekon. 2004. “The paradox of “warlord” democracy: a theoretical investigation.” 

American Political Science Review 98(1):17–33. 
Jeremy Weinstein. 2006. Inside Rebellion: The Politics of Insurgent Violence. New York: 

Cambridge.  
Elisabeth Jean Wood. 2006. “Variation in Sexual Violence during War.” Politics & Society 

34(3), 307- 341. 
Elisabeth Jean Wood. 2008. “The Social Processes of Civil War: The Wartime Transformation 

of Social Networks.” Annual Review of Political Science 11(1): 539-561. 
David Yanagizawa-Drott. 2014. “Propaganda and Conflict: Evidence from the Rwandan 

Genocide,” Quarterly Journal of Economics 129:4, 1947-1994. 
 
 
Week 12 (November 9): Voters, Parties, and Elections 
 
*Anthony Downs. 1957. An Economic Theory of Democracy (New York: Harper Collins), pp. 3-

35 and 114-141   
 
*John Aldrich. 2011. Why Parties? A Second Look, 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, pp. 27-64   
 
*Seymour Martin Lipset and Stein Rokkan. 1967. “Cleavage Structures, Party Systems, and 

Voter Alignments: An Introduction,” in Seymour Martin Lipset and Stein Rokkan, eds. Party 
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Systems and Voter Alignments: Cross-National Perspectives. New York: Free Press, pp. 1-
56.  

 
*Gary W. Cox. 1997. Making Votes Count: Strategic Coordination in the World’s Electoral 

Systems. New York: Cambridge University Press. 13-122. 
   
*David J. Samuels and Matthew S. Shugart. 2010. Presidents, Parties, and Prime Ministers: 

How the Separation of Powers Shapes Party Organization and Behavior. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, Ch.1-2.  

   
*Kenneth M. Roberts. 2013. “Market Reform, Programmatic (De)Alignment, and Party System 

Stability in Latin America,” Comparative Political Studies 46(11): 1422-1452.  
 
Recommended 
 
Christopher J. Anderson, “Nested Citizens: Macropolitics and Microbehavior in Comparative 
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